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Foreword 


This is an Bfttempt eo study the attitude of ShaJi 
‘Abdul Aiiz (]746^1S24>, Ehe son of Shab WaliuU^, the 
leading 'flfyjffl of his time in India, and of other Indian 
Muslims of the early t^^th ci^Kury. The 19th eentuty haa 
j^cal Biynificanec in Indian history. The Battle of Pla«se}i in 
1757, marked the beeitming of a ptoccss which led, in 1357, 
to Ehc esEablishmenl of the su?craiiuy of the British crown 
oi'er India. The process which was set in motion in 1757, 
hgd reached a definite stage by 1803, when the British 
hegemony was esiabiisbed over Delhi, and the Mughal 
Emperor virtually became a pawn in their hands The 
establishment of British control over Delhi must hai'e 
di.rturbcd the Muslims., for ii entailed [he end of their own 
domination. 

This particular period of Muslim India has not been 
fullv studied. It seems as if the great event of tlie Muliny of 
(357, has overshadowed the whole cenimy. In the preseitE 
ccniury'. around ilie I WOs, (he Indian Muslims looked twek 
to their past and aspired to the pre-Mutiny period. They 
found Shah ’Abdul 'Azie. giving a/dfwi that India was 

Harh. As it is understood, Dand Harh involves a 
Muslim in dther }ihaii or hijrah Perhaps (or this reason the 
present Indian wrilers concluded that the /cfpu it of Shah 
’.Abdul 'Aziz summoned finam the country So '.ehcmEtitliy 
has this view heco presented that almost every writer of to¬ 
day repeaEs it wiEhout atiy hesilation, cuiinely that Shah 
'Abdul 'Aziz did ask the Muslimi to undertake if/tut/ 

The British did not enter India invadens They 
slowly became nuLsiers of the countiyr So slowly and 
tactfully did. they come into power that for years the Indian 
people could not realize the changing situation, Tbere is 
also the fact that when their rule was first established in 
different parts of India, many people felt relieved to be 
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under the Kritijih admini^ratian 

One rriAy asJe die reason for the reseninieni of ihe 
t 'hNtKi' if ]i ja claimed thaE the 'Ulama' ^tood iigainsl ihe 
JlriitHh a[ n pariiciiEur juncture. V^'ere ihty in ft^-pur nf ihe 
dying Muglial rule ^ind did iliey ^vant lo revive it? Were they 
nitempting |n BKtAhlLsh a HBtipTial govicmmienr ha.wd on the 
IHindu-'Nduslijii uniiy? 

The first propositiun is obviou 5 l>' out of ihc 
quest ion. because owin^ to tiieir inreli^ious life end 
indulgence the la-fer Mughals were se^'drdy criticised by the 
i’fuitnf' nnd pniticuiarly by those ^^ho foJlDixed Sh^li 
' Abdul Aziz, nor did (hey soem to entertain mudi hope for 
ibeir riislDratifin. The scctinCl proposition nccoiS tO bc the 
current llieory, It is jienferally put forward by cenaJiii 
iiaiionaIrHi hTustiins like '[.rbayduSlah Sindhi and others, bul 
we should remember tliai these represent tbe idcFtn nf much 
bter times. And it woutd seem sanguine to say that even as 
in I lie time of Shah '.Abdul '.A^iz the Hindus attd iVTusrinis 
^verc aware of arvd embraced the idea of natEonalcsm. 

However, it is a fact that Shah '.Abdul ".Azij called 
India /ArrW ffitrk The reason has not been yet espEored 
Sot if (he reason was to ejipel the Briii.';h out of Endia. tlwn 
wemuRi know how far die Muslims responded to the y^mtw, 
and how far Shah 'Abdul' Aziz was successful in his call fur 
Jfhaif. Moreover we are entiiled to Itnpw whether or rwt he 
presented any programme to implement the /fiaxi 
movement. .And jf the history is silent on these questions 

then we have to know why Sliah 'Abdul Azbs iissued the 
Jiitwa that India was 

In the following pageis we shall trv' to answer these 
questions. In this respect wp shall limit ourselves to the time 
of Shah 'Abdul 'Adz und of his COntcmpDrarics. This is 
because we should be misled if we were to consider the pre- 
Mutiny l^h century as a unit En fact tlie firsi half of the 
l')th cenUirv mai.- be divided into IWO parts: pte afld post 


f-rifVHiJFii 


In Ihc following uc shall see A clear difference 
between these two periods. And since we have to study 
ShaK '.Abdul .Aziz in particular w? shall con-sequently 
confine ourselves to ilic pcr-1310 period 

II 

Since the present work is a kind of pen portrait of 
Shall '.Ahdul Aziz and of some of his contempcirarics ruitl is 
mostly based upon their own writings, it will be useful if we 
speali about the material used in I his stucK' T'hc present 
writer has tried to depend only upon original sources 
hvherever powibic Secondary sources too have been used, 
hui mostly Id Supplement original ones 

This wort has been divided inro five chapters. 
Clwprcr one gives a picture of the life of ihe Christians in 
India at that time, the relations between the officials of the 
Hast India Company and the Cliristian missionariefi. the 
relation-^ bciween the Christians arid the Mushnis in general. 
Tliis chapter is based upon information provided mainly by 
those English books which were writtoi during u/ around 
that timos; or by svich hooks which have been written 
aflcnvards but.. I>i' authors who have ricpenckd upon 
contemporary sourcj materials. En the first categoiy we can 
counr I he "Acr/t-ri: from IritJm'" by Victor Jacquemom (2 
vols. London, 2ikd ed., l S35j, 

of ani tiKlian Offiefai" by W.H. SEeeman (2 vols , I.Diidoti, 
IS44). In the secotrd category wc can include the books like 
in fKita: J 75*3-1}?33'' by Kenneth Inghnin 
(Cambridge. 1956). 

The scoond thapier ponrays the life and personality 
of Shah 'Abdul Aziz on the bisis of information found in 
his own wrilings, and of information provided by his 
contemporaries. For his own writings one may see the 
bibliDgniphy at the end this book. For the second 
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ISjir). In |Ik hVE sliaLI ^ dt^ar dLETer^ricc 

between these two periods. And since we have to sloJy 
Shah Abdul '.Aziz in particular we Miall consequently 
cnnUne Ourselves to the per-1 BJO period 

II 

Since ihr present xvork Is a kirwl of pen portnnl of 
Shah' j\bdul Aziz and of sonte of his ooTilemporRTics and is 
mostlv based upon their own writinijs^ ii will tve useful if tv's 
speat iiboui ilie material used in this study. The pTeiiini 
writer has tried to depend only upon OTi^inal sources 
where^icT possible. Secondary' sources loo have been used, 
but mostly to supplement on^inHl ones 

This work has been divided into five chapters 
Chapter one a picture of the lifa of the Christians in 
India at that lime, the rdaiions between the officials of the 
Eiast India Company and Ebe Christian missionaries, the 
rdalions between (he Christians and the Muslims in yeneral 
This chapter is based upon intonnalion provided mainh' by 
those English books which were written dufini' ur arouild 
that cimest or by such boohs which liave been written 
afterwards but^. h^' authors who have depended upon 
contemporarv snurc; materials. In the firsl category we can 
count the "L^ft^ira from //nJw" by Victor Jacqtwmont 
vols Tendon, 2nd cd., 1835)^ 'y&mrfr/t'.v (jf«f 
of at} hHlsan Official by W.H. Sleeman (2 vols , Ijjiidon, 
1844). In the second category we can include the books like 
■"/ir/fjrmrr.v ifs hufia: by Kenneth Insjhnm 

(Cambndi^e, 195b). 

The second chapter portrays the life and personality 
of Shah "Abdul Aziz on the basis of ttiformaiion found in 
his own writings, and of information provided by his 
contempofaries. For his own writings one may s*e the 
bibliojjraphy at the end of this book. For the second 
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category it is worthwilc nrenrianing titles like 
f'Utkihi’" (Persian) by Fadl-i rmam Khayrabadi, “Judhkntih 
^rhnv^HimH'' by Shah Ohawth '.Ali Qalandar, and 
Ahihi} QiKisr Khimi" by Abdulc|adir HampUF (Peniifln. 
unpublis^d. L'rdu iranslatiott, Kantchi, I960). 

The lliird durptcr deals with I he fuSwtJ of tkit ui 
/Afj-ft given by Shall '.Abdul 'Aziz. Apart from theyirnifr, sve 
shall consider some other rclevaitt futd important i^tieslions 
wiiiLh were answered by liim. Thi.s pnn FHiiinlv based on tllC 

of 'Ait:r (Persian, 2 vols.). *‘Shiifnzifi-i 

.4.--jrT'[Persian), und ,4zri;" i Persian. ^ vols l all 

by ^Sliiih ' .Abdul .Aziz. 

i'he jciunh chupler describes tliose people of thuL 
lime w ho ivere friendly to the British, and who had accepted 
poi^ilium under the F.asl India Co>npzny This ehnpter triso 
based miistly upon the contempoinar^-' wrilings, such n.s "if/- 
(Arabic), by Fadl-i Khayrabadi, 
(Ilie pte-Scni ■\vriler could nor have access lo the oriitiiial 
.Arabic boot lujl has hizaefjioti from ICS Urdu and English 
translalioiis). '"Hk Ohhvn\iutnn tMi ifw Mujimshmutm uf 
fijJsis" by .Mrs. Meer Hassan .Alj (2nd ed., 0>ifurd. I^Hj, 
and [he tf i.uffnUah" bv Lulfttllah 

M-cjndon, 3rcl od , I Sod). 

The fifiti And lUiH chapler deals with the life cjfTw-o 
famous disciples of Shah '.Abdul 'Azia, Sanid Ahmnd 

Shahid and Shah Isnui'ii Shahid, and wiih their activiiiei 
durinn; the lifc-umt; of Shall 'vVbdul J\ 2 \z. The Structure of 
this chapicr is based upon die eJtpbration of tho writiugn of 
Shah Lama'll (list given m the bl’hliography at the end), and 
of those who were their contemporaries, like Sir Sa^Aid 
Ahmad Khan and Mtihammad: Jn far Thanesari. 


I 

] CKapter I 

Mu!»liins Meet Cljrhtiuns. 

I^v^rbrc stud>'in^ ihe [^uci.cioa 'ijf rulatiofu; 

(hu Indian MuiJims ind tlie British in Indi:^ in tlic mtIv l‘■1^h 
tenEury, ii would be hetptlil it’we knmw ixhai die Musluns of 
Lhiit pefiod wtrc ihinkia^ aboiiE [he jioliiKal sityador oJ'iIk- 
L-puTitT^ Here iVt will fhJt JiO info dcmil nhnul rlie poliliufll 
siLUiiEion. i'vecausc any bimk of ptiliEical hisEorx tan sen''? 
this purpcMJC Since w'c have Eo see (lie relaiions ticlwueii 
ihciic Two ufcnijis diiriiiEJ; the lime of Shah ' Wiclul ' we 
^eill linitf fo hijn :iTld his> upirtlon aboill die })l'i|iii4,:j| 

HELuflEiofi. Till the end of die istb ccnlun', as we know, ih;- 
Marliattas were nnc of thr biroflycsi powers. Tiie\ laiiteil 
north India aliiiosL ev&ry year and upict I he life of ihe 
people. Likewise, in the nnrth-west of India, the Siktia ^verc 
in power Delhi, beinij Ehe capital of ihe Mu^haEs was 
naiufally [he target ofeticry adventyrer, and ihe peopEe of 
Dgitii lived in an unsettled puSiEion. They did noi know wliai 
could tiappen to them (he next moment Shah ' ■Vbdul ‘ A?i^ 
had written a fi:w letters in .Arabic verse Eo one of his 
Ltncles, Shah .AhlulEah.‘ descrihmg the situaftioti ofhij; time. 

I le wrote 

"I see the infidels who are in power^ 
riici.- Iiiwe brou^iE luiri from Delhi to Kabol.^ 

Muc flrnl icqui-te the Sikhs anti Marhjiltason gur 
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Tlie worsE re<^uiEa!, EmincdiAtEty ivithout anv delay 

They have killed many people, 

And [hey kiave reduced e^'e.^y one to mis^fy 

Mono of the people is saved from rheir hand.s. 

Whenever Eheir artny, etjutpped with bows, aEtack. 

Every year the)- come to OUr city, 

.And ilisturb our peaceHil life 

Tlite city lias been I'uincd. and there is no peace 

So iTiuch so that I say, nay, every one says. 

Is (heie any protector for those who seek 
protection'’ 

.And is there any God feariEijt and jusi helper?"'^ 
In.^moEher Idler lo the same person he wrote; 

winter has come, atKl the heart ia fUH of fear 
From the Sikhs; indeed the fear is not baseless. 
May Cod dust them from this city; 

They are the worst of enemies, and barbofians. 

1 Surrender my own and others.* affairs to God. 
And i ndeed we pray for His protEctions,"'' 

Ln a third Letter to him he wrote 

"The city has hecomc upsei 

Bv the hands of invader^ and liarharians. 

You ktiow well, whatever has been done to us 
By the Sikhs who have minced us. 

Thev h,ivc ruined every town. 
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And have capcnitd alL the Torts and hd^es 

They have destroyed the civiliflos 

And have kJlled them. 

They ha’n'e Icmted trLsny ijciodi 

And have enslavied the women 

It’some one eamt; forward tu cJieok them 

He wns. i'ive:n | he of de^ith. 

The siiutition '.'.as so dneadlUl that moiliers 

Ran awHy leaving ilieir bahies. hehaind 

Indeed the srtualion is horrity ing. 

Wi^e men should take s lesson from it. 

Look how the low people 

Like weavers and sweepers 

Hn^'e become masteis of the earth! 

Onlv lo God 1 complain adjust them. 

(Certainly the glory and honour is only to Him > 

This is Hdiv they have advanced 

Further and further day by day. 

Tliey have completely cut otT the Muslims. 

Thoijyh arnonji Muslims there are great and wise 
people. 

Nevertheless they do not have the courage 
Which stirslhe man of deieniiLnaiion 
Whenever an oppressed man approached ihent, 
Thfrv first order [niiltiary] operation. 
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Then sit logether to counsel. 

They are all lidcLe^ffliiided, who fiitally suTrender 
thcLTi.selvies to their faith. 

They do not try to push the enemy bact 

Nor do they like to be censured. 

This is iheir cy-ndititm such as was never before. 

Nor had any orwdrenmed of that 

[f sorEie une compUins tP them about enemies. 

The\' try (o silence Inm with thejr sharp tothiues 

.Aikl lilt EurupMn Christiains have epme here. 

Who aro chilled honest in their words and 
res^JonsEbtlLties. 

They collect fcijtjmf [revenue] with justice 

In the name of him who is called IrHutit.- 

They desire to take ihe country 

From him who is in charge of lands and the people. 

They want to take property from their o^vners 

Their power is beyond tma^.infltinn, 

.And their methpod is ftbovq conjpc-ture. 

Such was (he condition of the country in which the 
Muslims ftwjiJd themseL'eS. We see firom these lines how 
horrible .Ihe situation looked to Shah ’ Abdul 'A±jt, The 
Muglcm^ IwrIiHcal power had beeri shaken, and its end was 
approaching. The local non-Muslim powers were a 
desiructivo force for it. The British who had established 
their pHiwgr ir the Fast long hcfpre were encfoachipg 
cowards ihe Nuiih. To ihean every Indian was alike. Their 
method of approach a lso was soincliow new (t was because 




ri 


the diftcrciKc bcEween the T^ritt^h paUcy of ptrwtiraticin and 
tlic poliiTV of attack and dcmrutlion of MartvatEas and Sikhs 
Lhat Shall ' ' Az'a lias not mcntionjcd the Britisli in tN 

sami; way iia ^^hicll hc has rcfwred 10 MarhatiPSand Stkhs. 

Kowadfty^ when most of ihe Indian Muslims study 
the Bfitisli hisioty of India thjey very often overlook one 
imponant point. They tend to itiink lhal from the first day of 
their arri\'al in India the British had a plan to spread 
Christiamiy all over the subconsinenl Therefore, the 
Muslinis of soheoTitiiicni ihiciJi, the 't/fema stood a^insi 
the Clirisiiitnsi Wt shall see that in ihe period under our 
‘i.tudy the British of the East India Compgry wore not its 
much interested in Ehrisiianity as they were in their tr^de 
ami ocontjiuy. Tliey did not consider ihemeselves 
re^pirnsible for Christiimity. The responsibility lay ’iwith ihe 
■missionaries who wen'e at first forbidden by (he East [ndia 
Compflfry lo foot on Indian sod. ftow^ever many the 
mijsioTiaries enicrcd India without the permission of the 
Company's Oiretlors.'^ When they did so the iwo were for a 
loFiji tiiiK hostile to each oiher The Company maintained a 
ivpioallv comniercial atsitude till as late as l75S. The 
Chaiter of I69S demanded that every ship oJ'50[l Tons lead 
should GEiny a chaplain Kor sixty years (he Directors 
carefully seni out ships of 499 tons in order to escape 
providing the atatuiory chaplain.^ The Directors' altitude 
towards TniRsionarles so disparaijmg ihai protest was 
made lo Atchbishap Wake, which ledi to a change of 
tttiitude.'? At home, in London., the Ttiissionuries were 
wiininj; niAhv supporters These helped them auainst ihc 
monopolist Company "A yreai body of religious people 
throughout the island was already prepared to lead the 
attack (m the rennwal of the Charter if they believed the 
Company to be hostile to ihe principle of iniroducins 
Christianity into India’ 


SiitA '{hiit/f .|;r:r.' fft.ifjfi .UafTime 


Ho'wexiej, evm this support, from home did pot 
criaWe tile misstonanes to enter India without nn en?iy 
permit obtained from the Company. Sofne of them ohianrted 
it witli jtreat difticulty and many of them entered without 
permission [| was in 3 5.1J^ that the Company's cliaiier wa 5 
renewed and it was tleL-tircd that the rnissionarics were no 
lonuer required to possess a licence in order to set fool in 
India M 

The fear ol' the Company's Directors w^s nol 
hcsclesi. Very often the missionanes turned their biick upon 
tllfo leligiouS ^emiments of the Indian; "A muliriy araongst 
some of the Company's sepoys at Vellcue wa; widely 
athbiKC'd 10 altacksupon the Hindu religion. Fonunately tlie 
Chai nnan and Deputy Chainnan of the court of Directors of 
ihe Eiitst India Company. Edward Perrys and Charles Gniih, 
both cvangclicnts were able to write e con-h'incing reftjtation 
of the niissiutUries' culpalniLily in a letlei' (o the President of 
ihe Board of Control Largely as a riisulr of these nvo men's 
etTojI. to intluLTuCc tlie dehales in tile Court the Director;' 
eventuaHy accepted ihe view (h^j the unconscious behniviour 
of the militiirv Lommander and ihe failuie of the Governor 
10 check hi 111 were the fiiiida mental causes oJ'the disaster" 
When Lord Mitito became Governor General of India 
111 ?i33), he "impused iev^ere iefitr>CEions u]iQn (he 
Uaptisi Mission Press at Soraiiipone [Bspngal] from ivhich, 
Linkiiown to the missionnrieH, there had recently been issued 
a number of violent attacks upon Islam and Hinduism" 
B-ui Lord Minlo was criticiRad at home 5-s hosnile lo 
miJSsinnaricR He SOon ^sumed a libei'al altitude to tliem. 
and "tinally cook upon himself ihe responsiiuliiy of 
pcriTiiUing ttvo Baptist missionaries to praceed lo .’Vuia and 
Delhi" 

On Indiart soil WC seethe isiinn; dilTcreiite [tfiltcilvde 
betwetn ihc missionaries and the Company's seiwams 


Maiinnx Mfier f'An.v/j’dUi.h' 


7 


(ajiitirujipi^ TJifs w(is perhaps partially bKause of ibe 
ititeresi of ihc Crimpan)' nnd partially due to lacJ: of 
religious conviction m their men stationed in India Tl^e 
British cmpiDyfcts of the Company were knoivn for their 
neu,1i^ence towards their religion. "The Indians considered 
all Europrans in jjioneral and the English in. particular to l>c 
tvitiebibhcFs" '' TJir English civilians in India also ivere 
disappointed tvilh the otIiciaU' altitude towards their 
religions duties In I7S]. Mrs Fay wrote from Calcuita. in 
one of her ' Letters ftiom India (177^>-181 ^have never 
mentioned yet how indiffereittly we arc provided with 
respect to place of worship; divine service beiny petformed 
ui a footn (not a very large one) at' the Old fort; which is a 
great disgrace to tlie establishment. They talk ol'building a 
church aitd have fi^ed on a very cEigibiic spot whereon to 
erect if bi.rt no ftirther progress has been made in the 
Sjuiincss".'® 

This tussle between the East India Company and the 
rnissiotiaries cDnilnued till about l 83 t tn the course of 
lime, however, the attitude of the Company began to 
change Though veiy often hostile to the Indians in their 
religums beiiei'(however lioiiesi thev might be in rheir own 
eyes}, the niissionaries also Started public work to win the 
sympathy of the Indians. They ainued at disscmitMitron of 
education, sanitation and eradication of social evils. They 
eslablished sn-me scbools. hospitals aiitd social service 
centres. Their schools basically w^c ta provided the 
scriptural guidance, but the door was open to all, In the 
beginning Muslims werj; eftaid of Missior Schools, but soon 
they were also atlrtieied by them. ‘The legjster of the hgys 
in the free school m Bcnqres, where no distinctions were 
permitted, contains lire names of 142 pupils adnuited 
between June l&U and May IS33. and. incliidL-s 
representatives of innumberablc eautes ranging from 
Brahmans to Sudras. Christians and Muhamitiadans',’'' 




ir.T' Stiiri- 


Inclination towards new learning in Muslim quarters was 
seen even betorti that lime. Wiirren 1 lastings, "rou-sed hy a 
petition from a conaderable number of respectable 
Muhammadans, had founded o MtHfntxxa, pr Collcg.Ci in 
Cakutia, in I7er.'^ lew ^^-ears later, in 17^)2. the Oriental 
College of Delhi (atierwards known as Delhi College) was 
fuundi^, it wiLb revived Ln when a itcw English class 

was started in the C'oElege.’'^ In the beginning the Muslims 
[jf l>cllii Euspecilcd the polity of introducing an English class 
into Delhi College, but very soon they realised tliai their 
suspicion w-ns not entirely based upon reason. And within 
three vear^, in 1331, the number of bo>'S who took 
adinESS.ion in the English class is .said lo have reached JlXt 
Muslims participated in the College not only as students but 
they also took an iniereSE in its establishment A wealthy 
Muslim endo'ived a handsome amount to nm ihe college, 
and the arxepted chairs, in the College under the 

prinjdpalsliLp oFan English^man. MawLana MatnLuk 'Mi was 
the Head of the Arabic Department.’I Mawlana Muhantmad 
Oasim Nanaolawi {the founder of Deoband School) also 
was on the stalf though for a very shori time -- 

III 

heside panicipalinn in the nducatLonal field, a 
Current of svicial toleration betweers Muslims and Christians 
was coining into society during the time of Sheh 'Abdul 
.Aziz .\ tenefen-ry what may now'be called 'Indianizatlon' 
WAS evidem in the Englisb circle English gentlemen in (heir 
daily life were adopting Indian eustoms, habits and social 
practices.’^ V\'e will see later some cases of flippy relations 
between the 'i Veunrr and English gentlemen. Here tve will 
examine panicularly some of the cases oJ' intermarriage 
between Christians and Mitsiims. According to Islamic law, 
a Muslim is allowed tr? matTV a Christian woman, but, as 
WAS felt particularly strongly at that time, not vice versa. 


hinsiirff! f 'Ifrt.ttimrf 




In spile of I his there tut ejtarriplea of Chrislians marfj'ing 
Moalim wpmen "SotTie of ihein maTiied inns Uie best 
MusfiJmaii families, libe Mijor Hyder Hearse t17B2/J- 
1840),*^* who nurried Zahurul Nisa Reyam, dau^ler of Ihe 
deposed prince of Cambay and adopted as a daiiiuhtcr hy ihc 
Emperr^r Alchar Shah H",^ 'Col. HcarSAy'fi son married 
[hi; Niiwab Mulka Hvmani dauahter of Miraa 

Suliman Sheko attd niece of Altbar Bcajam Samru of 
Sardhana is also an example of this, by birth she was 3. 
Miislini and her (ktlter was ^ noble fmuir} ai the Mughal 

COUTt.™ 

Beyam Samru was born about I75'D and in I76.S she 
WM niarried lo General Samm, His name was Reinhfltidr. 
‘Reinhatdl was by icmpcrairteni a araven sullen and raorase 
man, and [he aioom. of his countEiianoc kjained for him the 
nic^cname of Sombre from his ftiends while he was in the 
French sm'ice. This rather liarsh appellfttkm was sofleied 
on the IndJan tongoe into Saincu"F^ He s[an.ed his life as a 
miliiary advcniurer, and %'ery soon he acquired wealth, fame 
and power as did most of ihc European soldiers. He had 
jjiood nelaiinns baih with Ihe English officers of the East 
India Company and the Mughal tinj:. Lintil his death in 
I77S. his Muslim wife, Begain Sartuur, remained MuHiLm 
Three yeaia after his death she was bap[ized under the nante 
of Joanna by a Roman Catholic priest She lived another 
fifty years and managed her deceased hust>and's estate. 
There are no records available to leli 'why Begsiti ^iamru 
was hL'ip[iacd after I ho death of her hushand However, she 
kept her Muslim mime on hei seal u', uii after hapttsm. fl wys 
"NOB I LIS JOANNA 50MER ZAVRIJN BEGAM, 
i200'7ir7@5l.'‘* Her Muslim name ^\as ivntlcn in Lrdu 
charaeters and her Chrisiian name in RoninTn She died in 
ISJ6 
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Utese examples are not ne^igible, patTicuJiirly, 
when we End Muslims of that time asking Shah 'Abdul 
Aziz about the validity of t.Tftenmarriage between [he Sunnis 
and Ehi’is.^^ Strangely enough there is not a single question 
available in which some one JjJS asked Shah '.Abdul Aziz 
about intermarriage between Muslims and Ch. istians. 
Perhaps Muslims of that lime coniudcrcd those women wlio 
married Chdsiiaits as outcast, and, thersfone, ibev did not 
bother lliemseJves about this problem. We caj.ioi say 
anyihing dcEnitely, because nolhlng is available exci. n one 
reference to Begam Samtu In the cnemDir of Mawjana 
'Abdul Qadir Rampuri. But the attitude of Mawlana at this 
point does noi appear to be viqry- ■critical; hii tone as mther 
oomplimcntary. In 1815, when Lord Moira went on a state 
visit to Ihe British territoiy around Delhi, Begsm Samru 
paid a visit to Ikim Mawlana "Aljdul Qadir was present on 
that occasion. He ays, "it is said lhai she [Begam Samru] 
has accepted ChTistiftnity'. But I think that she does not have 
.any relations to Christlanily in particulBr She wants to livie 
Successful life. She is b Qur^-reader among the Muslims 
and Enjil IBiblel-knowing among the Christiana. In the 
■ presence of Jews she rejects ho(h, acid in (he company t f 
Hindus she disregards everything Ampriji the Pufsis she is a 
Gfe-wotshipper, and before the Sikhs she carries the 
(juaiith".^’' Apart from this comment ntnhims seems to have 
been said from the side. In 1817 when Siyyid 

Ahmad {known as Sayyid Ahitiad Shahid) toured North 
India lo reform Muslim sodety he went to Sardhana, the 
capita] of [he estate of Begam Samru. Two oftlcers of the 
Begam's army became tus distiples imtifjf/}. Sayyid Ahmad 
asked them to be as prompt in th* sCJ^'ice of God as they 
were in the Rci^am's servdee.^^ Sayyid Ahmad did not 
criticise Begam Samru's conversion He admonished her 
servants lo remdn equally active: in ihe service of God as he 
admonished the servants of the East Irtdia Company Rui 
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the East India Company was die icprcsentalive of the 
Christians who were people cf a u^ripture {tth!~s Kitnh} 
when rhc Begam could nor be cons isr^ as sudi. She was 
an apostate and the silence of Say: id Alira^ on this issue 
virtually cncoufflitcd titc Muslims to serf's noi only the 
Britisti, but even An apostate.^ 

Kv’identJy cahcs of i[iteifiYiatria5j,e or even ihe 
i^ase of haptiRm wvie ihe result of personal (iking or 
dislilLmy of ilie person concerned. "I he East India Company 
was not yet regarded as the rdigjous representative of the 
Christianity. Il was considered a$ a poliiicel powcf, and its 
administration, campared to the Indians', was more 
acceptable to ihe general public. But when missjoiiarics 
ci^me onto the field and, for many reasons, some of which 
we have already sonn, the pdicy of i.k East India Company 
changed lo a Igr^e estienl, ihe Muslini: feh provoited. The 
ini.s5iniia ries started a mass programme of conversion on 
Ihe ground ihat Islani was no more a valid religion and 
Sidvation lay only in ChrLsdaniiy. There were Roman 
Catliolic Missions which liad been opened in N-otth India as 
early as the liith century, tjui. in fact, by the ISlFi century 
these tvere no bnyer elective For (he first time after the 
Romjin Catholic Missio-n, a Baptist Mission Society was. 
straEed at Agm iti ISM. In I>cliii there was no Mission 
ofTtet before IS17.-’^ Up lo IS30 ihcr^ was no dash 
bctwieen Muslims and Chrisiiims on religious grounds, not 
even on the quesiion yn coni,-ierfiion, for at thai lime the 
altitude of (he missionaries towards Islam was not bosiile 
■fhe Rev. 'Abdul Masih (Muslim name ShayJili Salih, d. 

1 from Agra, was baptized in Calcuita in I 11. He vrtis 
the firm (Indian) representative af ihe Church MLssion 
Society. He worked hard and in less then 16 monilis he 
converted about 50 Hindus and Miisliins to Chrisiianily 
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But no ouu’ry was; heard on the baplism of Abdul Masih-or 
oifhiiR Had the missionaries concemraied only upon the 
pt;;;iin'e (Ciiclnngs of tire Bible, perhaps, then? wnuld have 
rmi been any clash between Muslims and Chnstians. Durini; 
ihc cniire Muslim period in India, the Muslims remained 
very passive on the question of convereioa estcepi when i1 
Mils goen a pulifical colour, or when the personality of ihe 
[‘u.iplH'T Muhammad ^vas misrepresen-ted, In IS33. the Rev 
Pllmder wrote Ills btook, .Wfart/ftr/ HiHfii. in Fcr.sian, 
iitlatking Hie Qur’an ami the Prophet MutuiTnmad.J'^ After 
the publication of this bu'olr in a very short time a few more 
books were wrilTcn with the same ■motive. These provoked 
ihc Muslims Ltnd A .series of unhealtiry religious debates 
ftimtiaKffuh} Wits starled. Before that wc .do not find 
Muslims And Christians debating wiih each other. 

So I'iir wc ha^e seen what Avas the political situation 
111 (he cmmijv niiid how Shah '.Abdul Aziz regnrded it, 
what was (he relation between two major ^ups ol the 
ChiisJiAns, that is the East India Company and missionaries, 
and how- (he Company's altitude was changing; hoW slowly, 
n soLial (OleratiDfi was creepini; into the society In llie 
succeeding p^es wig shall try to see the relation between 
ihc fJhtnftf qnd the Diitisli; and some important quest ions 
whith the Miisiinis ashed -Slmh Abdul Aziz as hrvw to deal 
tvith the British 
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Notes end Refer^nce^ 

(Chapter 1) 

1. Wc dftiBt tnmv wticai IIies; laiCfi were UiTitlcii. Ai Slj;|li 
AltNilluh di^ i*i v>v onr onh ^^ksiijih iJut Shu]* 

' AMwl 'A-Aa (l74ri-l!lia-t> Hifirt fiLiisi, have, been ^ul iwany 
vearS ?ild when he VT«e Ukcse ktlces. 

MulanniLTd fiiihiin Biiklish Dihlaii^'i. H'ait, 

1 ^( 111 . pilltl; Rflpriul, Liihort. r,d..!»-(tOh quoRslltiS 
vflic m { p] <1 HK OV inEldcLs 
who arc in pm^rl. BuK Abdul Hasan ' Ali madwi, Siret Snvvifi 
LiLcJurtW. 1^4}!, p. 15, qnOKS Ihc venc ns: 
r ™ ET>rCnK3n wbo an; in 

IMJWEiJ. Wc do :i^ twm-iui wbii! nUitbflrila- N«hri Iwis qiwBd 
liiS icrsian. Hoviviiiir. ihas word <LiirildrfB) lucol 

ptabnbly IrtS ticai aliened by ihc wurd 

(Tjuiflpcanl. Tliis is because iii ibe foUrminji Imks Sluih 
Abdul ‘Ai:L£ clearly iiKuiions die Sikhs and ihc MarhaLlas b& 
Ihc irrt'adffv 

1 Muhammiid K^iluni BafchElt. ifp- crs., Delhi odiittMi. pp 
L^thprced. pp. 

4 Ibid. Delhi cd.. pp. 'S?!. l^-l. I aticrecd.. p. fii)'> 

1. Il is net ekaf iQ wliofii the Tvord NfMwJr ncfcjs: perhaps lO the 
Mndlial Errperar. cemBidered at/iwiwfrifJ'.l/ir.'/rJmfl al 

Ihal linie. The East India tofnpanv iMm-encr prywerl'id. wias 
colleCliine ihc nncinic to ihc name of IIk MiufJi*! Etnpcj-or. 

6. Malsannnad. ftahini Bnishsli. rjr- ^rj.. Delhi cd.. pp 
Lahore ed.. pp. ^ 11 ^ L ^ 

1. bcleniV fu. II. 

S. Pennv, Chttfcdt n Madm.i, w.i, p. l-Ui. as (pioliKl iP Parcival 
Spear. 77je Oxfcid. p.l'bb. 

?. PcTcival Spear, op. <11.. p. lOfi. 

ICr. K,fnnHh IpEham. flc/fjrjiwj'jf jh tt93--iA5i. 

CnmbfLdgff. 1^56, p. Mi. 
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11 livid, p.viii 

1 2 Cnisuncuhi cal 111 Reladons OntCfr. Msi- f VrJirf ^ ftmtiey. v. I lUi 

Pols.. 57]'^7?. jpiolcd in riighmii. np.iyf. p. 7, Ajeordirs 
in. Ih^li;iiii , p. 7). ihe Icmcrs of Eduard Perr^ inid 

Charles fjiaiii in ilic Picsideiil of Ms EOfild of fuBincsl. dslcd 
!' >iiike. LHii'T. are prcsencd in Ihc Dodheiou Librury. ^tss. 

I nfj .l/r.s>TH^r.v I^r fw/fit. 

1 H lii|iliain. bp. oil . p K 

14 /.nrr/.'./jrjru fit i/idin. p ill aS iiiinicd in liijihain.. ap. ciL.. p.H 
Sec also belMi hi ^7. 

l.s JVncii'.'il Spear, c/r. m. p. 

ipi llilpuii Rronn. fJre Suftihx,- The f iA- tmd fr'ai'.'i fii-iHvfj 

l<i fiuf/p. Leiidor. lb4H. p. 

I" Cliiireh Misiiiifli Sneici;. . MsS. PucJcijic 

I ^Pi. Mortli LiPiia av i^Lhiled in lujtlqrn. I'r^i. cii . p. 

IK. Ingkltrl. JJip-V d-r/.. p. 57 

lb. '.AbdiitHiiqq Orlli Kofi/. Ateriirenbiid. lUSS, p-J. 

31J. C.F. Andrews, ifottr t ‘fftiit iif f>i-i!rt. CumbridlJP. I'^l'L p. 3-1 
It IS nbl ekiir ivEiiil vims the MiiSLiin rcpllCKiii 1 »lion in this 
llgiiic. And. pcTlvips. Ilwrc is nc way La Find out Ills an?«er 
hToiem er. ■ Alidiil HMiq. fn,. p. l IJ dtmhis ilic stiucnKiiL 
.According to liiin Ihis 7riii u ns I Ik: tolal slienglli of tlk 
sollolid. 1KH Ihc Enijlb^cliiis. 

2 I, 'AbdisI Ikimt. ‘ 'J.. p. I4!t. 

51. Rahntin APi, TtifMfn/St 't'kiim'-l fi'nift frorsNiclT 2iid cd. 
Loeknow- iyl4. p. 2 Hi: Urdu ironshiicin ha MLiliaiiiinad. 
jA;i} nb Q; di n. Kantihi. I WiJ. p. J.'ib: See iilsa Inidad Sahiri. 
^-Vji'ji^WAi rj ArJjjiiP. Delhi. I^Jfy. p 

23. F^r lliiS iis tcci oftlie lile of Che Engli^ (^OLlCincn in India 
see. for CTiair’Dk. PokhhI Sfcar, rj/.i. c-jj.: HLIIon Qiwn, tip. 

k. Sinnfcii.’ i..iKllrf Iti ihi' ,viirj-^Y*tf .l.ft'jr; S'ljtrihr Jmiltt. 

Loudon. I WO 

24. F^pr il modem Liilcrprolalior in rCHK^I bP inicrmarfiai^. scv. 
for cKii'i’ple. Mibamiiiad Ja'Pnr Shah Niidwis. ,li'-^ii>r hi.'i'irfi 
(Urdii LnltoTe. I jif 172 PP 
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2-^. Fgr ^ sliOcI life M^euJLi,. tn Buchlilnd. DiefitffKtry (r^an 
fiiajcmfihy. London, 147. 

J6. Hiijjfi i?, na qitAKd Lii PtECJ.Vnil Slfiear, 

7h6 p. VI. 

Yi Ku£h Pi;ar^. op. eit... p. Cj-l, ^ {]iul[;d iit Plcrciv^L Spear, op. 

p. 

!li. There scGniE to be no originnl sooim Jiv^iitjiblc ebotiE Begnm 
SikitiriL cLVL-qx sadne Eii^Hsb u-rlicr.t timvp ^vfLiicn iit Ihdr 
memoirs. Accarding to W.H SlwmaH. Hontiihx sW 
HjLcaifctJiatii of atf iRdStm Off^ciair, London. IS4-I. v. Lu P- 
37li. sIk bclffligEd Ee n £ir>>ld /janiilvi and luconiin^ lo {ontt 
Ollier wriKn (acc, for ci'junpbs, Brsiendra MalJt Banerji, 
ykottru, Taliima, p 14) ilie nas a KHtuttlrt 
gii, dud non l^clong to a SnnTid lamiL. l^m'ke^Tr. all 
ai^ec Ilut slic^'as a Muslim 

i'>. Sahcrji. op. p 5 . 

1b Sleeuiaa. rjip. oH., v. it. p. .1K4. 

IE BtiiKrJi 1.4^. crj.. p. ]3] aijjgfsts tbHl 'itie was bapti?^ 

doLiblIcBS jnilcr llw penmiswi of kr European ofTicers", 
TItlj Opinion scenu 1o be rcnsonablo. because in the life time 
of Oeikcral Saiurt llv un$ iiol In ehuj|$c of ebe csiejie 

jiiiiJ ilio irocpa. tvbo stero chiefly ClmistHns. AHer llio dea^h 
of Goiiernl Smim lliC rc^nffiblliiy of 4&lllnjl wi(b Lbem fell 
i1kc and [hen perhaps il wns difTiciilE to satisfy 

llte ChrisLimi oRkeis loaci^d undOf n Miqtun uoman. 

32. Bcncrji. «/>. fit., p, 19, 

13. ScebelowOi. IL Hi. I*. 

14 AbdiiJ Qndir RamjHiri. tVenfaY, t\ht!\ti Qotto' Khemi, Persun. 
M]$!$. LJrdii InmsIOLicm, 'JJr/j'rj' mnni, Ih' Mu'ilLllddln, Ksiaclll. 
|4iltt. V.L p I4S 

.3'. Abiil Hasan ’Ah NadwL r^'. at,, p. 97. Nadwi. wiHioiit 
nb(,-nLi 0 f 1 iris (k i^Pic of BoeHU S^mnt. $ns4 IM |lic oTHcaj 
asked to be excused rw rtnf Iming seen tbe Sayyid earlier 
bociLusu [lley iivfC on doLy. arid (ht ittAihah WhIS 

eltLcL Jn rc^rds In duly. Evidently the Sethibah (Her 

Uidysliipj liiisms 5e.^iil Sitomi. boaiUtt* si iltot ftmo 
Sardharuih u'a: Lbic capilxl of Begam Samru ' 


'. |Ai-|Eir^ itf.'- .i-i.^'" .f'JiV 'f'r/.ihf 


lo 


.^. On litis point only one ci'rample is aiaibible ^vlicm Se>ytd 
Ahntid refified. lo noocpl n preserM iToin a MllsNlP nxmien of 
Dniuirns Viiio liud miirrlod a Chfisiinn bnanessintuL EGhalfliit 
RntKil Millf, . J/lWWTi LilhOrC, I9JJ. p..'ini) 

Bill litis case Vi ns nilkt diiTercnt fiom litie Bej^Am'seuse Hur? 
in IliO Oils; ol' [he w oman of Bnitlias, S?y yld Ajuiuid luiTBcIf 
w:is involved. wIkio-is ir |1ic cas^ of llie Btej^ni. bis inisryi.is 
uw iinokcd. If liif refusel ^l'us haSOd ou sOitio prliiolplcs. 
iheiL lie inufl huveoskdd fliii disciple^ also to uibsbtn Tiran Ihe 
Bcgnri’s-refi.io;, 

.1* Tor Ohrislian Mikiiiou Slaiione in LriJio 117‘iit-|ii33L svir 
IlijflLnilt. up. at.. “'Apperdtv C/ pp in JT 

IH. Imdikd 5*iri, rif-. i-ii.. p. J(J 
Ibid, p hi. 


I Chapter 11 

Shiih Abfliil Aziz:: His Life and Pcrsaiialit>^ 

After [he deadj of Shah Waliullah, his son. Shah 
Abdul' Ariz jfradiifllly became an outst^mding figure among 
the Indian Muslim-i. He was bom on 25th of Ramadan in the 
year 9156/1746. His chronogramacic name was {jhulam 
Halim, but hia father named laim Abdul ‘Aziz, and he was 
lidown by this name thereafter. As was the custom in those 
Jays, lie started hLs education at the age of five with the 
s^Uidy nf <hc Qiir^m. Every biographer of Shah 'Abdul' Azia 
S4.¥iiis to tiiive agreed that he fmishedi his educalion in 
fisfm. fhitiuh, Sisrf (accidence), AtrAak- (syntax), Fkfff, 
i’Hjf} (principles of Juri^pnjderoe), MatUkf (IcHjic), 
Ktthfift and 'ji/(Iheoiogy), Astronomy and A-Iathemalics 
iibout [he early age of fifteen.' He was taught especially by 
his father and by ttvo of his father's distipIcSs Shah 
Miiljaitimad ‘/Vshiq and K-hwajah A^iiinutlah. Along with ihe 
euTTCTit stmidard education be w^s also given lessons in 
mysticism by Iris father, His fitlier lield authority {ipzahj in 
all (bur existing mystic orders, the Naqshbandi, the Qadlri, 
ihe Suhmwardi and the Chishti^ Shah 'Abdul 'Aziz too 
ttbtained sucli (fttnih in all these orders from hi? father. 

Shah Abdul VAziz was ihe eldeal son of Shah 
WaNullah. The oilier three were Shah Rafi ud Din, Shah 
Abdul Qadir arvd Slialt' .Abdul Ohani. He had no male issue; 
liis only three daugliiei^ were all married to their cousins 
I'hc second daughter gave blrih to two sons, Shah 
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Muhammad Isltaq and Shah Muhammad Ya'qub, both of 
whom migraled to the Hijaz aficr 1B57. 

Shah Walbliah died when Shah 'Abdul 'Aziz was 
about 17 years old. At that time Shih 'Abdul 'Aziz, bang 
the eldesl son» and having compleled his necessary 
educaiion assumed the responsibility of the principal ship of 
the Rtthimiya (D^llu), the school founded by his 

girandfalhi!r, Shah 'Abdur Rahim. Thereafter Shah \Ahdul 
Aziz devoted his life to teaching, to tpnriiual guidance, lo 
ddrvering scmtona and to writing books. Every Tuesday 
and Friday he used to give public sermons on the premises 
of the Madruxiih which was attended by Muslims and non- 
Muslims both. 

The ^4iidmsah was a centre of traditiotial Islamic 
learning. Sliah \Ahdul 'Aziz's reputation did not remain 
confined to Delhi but it even spread to remote parts of India 
lo Muslims who considered their education incompltrc uniil 
they had sni at his feet. Maniy Muslims flocked around him 
in Dclliito benefit themselves The A/iJtfftjf.tc/ft tvas expanded 
to accommodate them and later the entire locality around 
the came to be known bS the Kfaitrca-ifh of Sh^ilt 

'Abdul 'Aziz*.^ His fiiitie even seems to have gone abroad, 
and by some his opinion in religifios controversies wjis 
considered decisive.'* 

Many of the Muslims of India at thal time had 
indulged in different Indlanized social customs and liabits 
which wer? branded by Puritan Muslim as un-Islamic and 
innovations (hid'tih), but which were considered Islaniic by 
those who were practising (hem, The followers of Shah 
Abdul '.Aziz, such as Shah Ifma'll, criticized the Muslims 
(in the sanw way as ihey bad been criiicized by orthodox 
'U^arna in the past) for aefir^g against Islamic teachings. 
Shah Abdu! ‘Azia, however, does not seem to be an 
Outspoken representative of this criticism Ho appears calm 
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ftnd peaceful by hii; Tcmp^rArn^iic, discreet and ta£tful and 
broad-mifided. It seems as if to him sheer criticism w^s of 
no importance We Tnny quote an incident which shows his 
ability to jud^e sitoations coolly end mfethodicalh' It 
happened’ ilmt a niawlawi who wis a ttixmaj ^a judicial 
offrcer) in the East India Company, somewhere in the 
Puni^ib^ had hjfi mea] with his English officer? at a common 
table. The other ma\flii\vi.s of tJut locality declared him to 
hiivc ^nc outside the fold of Jslam He tried to convince 
them on the ijround of the Qur'an and the Hadith and the 
riqh, hut all in vain. At Jail they came to Shah" Abdul “.A^tii, 
At the enlran.ee of the house they mci Shah Rafi'ud Din, his 
younijeT brother, arvd asked his opinion. He unequivocally 
Sflid ibal the moitkni'j W'.as right The opporncnts of the 
e^oiiVtJir'r did rtot acccpi his opinion and wvnC to Shah 
'Abdul 'Az\l. He after hearing the case, delivered a lony 
speech, to the effect that the mcdtrftrtk/ had cennmitted a 
great nti^tahe, and that be had reached the ver^e of kafr 
The opponerrs were delighted. The poor jptimvAifri f and his 
relatives asked Shah 'Abdul 'Aziz what to do and how to 
re-enter the fold of Islam. Shah 'Abdul 'Aziz then repJied 
ihaC the fnm icm'i had not :gone out of Islam, because just by 
reaching the verge of klifr no one could hecomc kafir. Bui. 
lo b.' on the safe side, he asked him to recite the Words of 
Witness If) ibe Faith {Kai'muh'-s Shahadah) and made him 
drink the holy XK-ater of the Qcskmf holy foot.* 

Thii attitude of Shah AWul 'Aziz may be 
understood as if he was of the opinion ihat Ihe Muslims 
should ngi mix ^vilh the non-Musiimsi otherwise, like his 
brother, he would have said very frankly that (he nurwhfwi 
was right But. if we remember the situation in which he 
was livinj!. we should at least have to give some credit to 
him for his intelligent way of handling the siluation The 
people of the Punjab would have probably rejccied his word 
if he had given his opinion in loo clear-cut a way. 
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E-foxvever, it was not very easy for Shah '.Abdul 
Aziz to satisfy one and all There were people who could 
noi endure even mild criticism. In his Sivijitzm he ha.? 
complained that very often people behaved dlsagrccftbly 
toxvards him xvheti the>' were nol pleased with his ideas ^ 
Indeed the difference were not only due to religious 
convictions. There were polilicaJ leasons too. 

In the political field the Muslim nobles ntL 

ihe Mughel court were divided into Iwo major factions, 
Sunni and Shi'i. Outside the couit the&e iwo groups had 
ihcir influence over the general public. The political 
intrigues of the courtiers xvere rcflecicd in the religious 
ditTeninces prevalent in Muslim society. Both the Sunni and 
the Shi'i faction? xvcie trying to overthroxv the Of her. Al 
that time Najaf Khan {I7J7-I'731). Shi'i by faith, waj a 
powerful figure in ihc Mughal court On the other Jiand. ihe 
fanatic Rohillas xvere a strong Sunni poixer, though weak in 
the coun.* 

Shah '.Abdul Aziz had a high piaLc in the ctitimation 
of the Rohillas I he influence of Shah .Abdul Aziz over ihc 
Rohilla? nalurnlSy caused him iq sulTeT hardshtps from the 
Shi'i group. There are several exaggcriitml stories 
mentioned by later xvriters of malicious iresttment nieced out 
to liini by Shi i group, particularly by Najaf Khan. But there 
is no cxintemporary evidence lo confiim these stories.'^ 

.Apart from spiritual guidance and leaching, Shah 
.Abdul Aziz wrote jvnd dictated several books. Some of 
iheiii related to cuntempoTarv rdigious issues, and some 
contiiined the bio^graphy Ot ihe Afii/iadcilliiTfr. and of lhe 
grand sgn? pf the Prophet and of Ollier companbns He 
xvTole a few books on lIk subiccts gf logic and rhetoric. 
Ta/xir /-(ttk or Ta/sif-i 'Azi:i and ftiit/ith'-i fthmi. 

'A.dfitlrlAtfff are amung hiy well-known books. foAni'tl ‘Azizii 
another famous book, is the collection of/uftaio {questions 
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and answers relijyous issue) asked on difterent occasioiii 
and ca![tfc[ed nAerwards witlkoui any chronoloyitAl order or 
classificatron of lopics It appears impossible to trace vul 
(he duralian of time for iliese /oftfliTE^, khffis::ifS-i 'Azf:i IS 
also a collection of liis sayinys cgllucied t^y one of his 
anonvinous disciples. 

I'c^Sfi-i Aztif was dictated to one of tlis pupils, 
Slwykh Abdullah, a new WiisJim Its ewact date is not 
known e\cept that Shall Abdul Asiz diutated the book 
some time in his old ajje '' The Titfinf is in Persian, and is 
ineounplete. It contains Only ihe Stuvh Htuftif. the 2nd 
chapter of the Qur'an, arrd parts and 30th, the 

Igst two pans of tlw QuPan In the Tofxir, at the outset he 
uiv/es 3 n eKplanftiory note at ihe bcs;innii^ of each Sttruh 
aboLii the title of the Sut-af), the place, ibe time and corvtejst 
of its re^^elaJion {xhaij-i mzfif). lbc number of verses, words 
and letters. Then he traces its relalion wiih the previous 
.•ifryitk Afterwards the comments upon and explains the 
ver?«H In his commentary, he ijives not cmly viewpoint of 
the classical eommeniaiors, but also his own opinion 
wherever he rinds it neccssaiy.'- 

Thc other well-known and hi^ly coniroversial book 
writlin by him is the Ttfhfiif}. iviricli was compiled in 
120*1^1711'^'’ In this book he hns described the history, 
belief aiKl leacbinjis of the Shi'is. The bo<ok deals with the 
lundameniHl IcnehineS Oftlie Shi'is.. and discuSSies (lieir bdief 
rtbdul Cod. ])roplicc>'' and tire HHOwtn etc. The nuihor 
info mis us that ihc book w as wrutcn when Shi'ims w^as 
pemieaiiii^ every (Sunni) fmnily. There wus hatidly uny 
Sunni llOlJse^ he says, in which some of its memhei's had noi 
become Shi'i.'- They did not know anyiliine about (heir new 
faith, but were always ready lo discuss with their opponcnis 
without having solid knowledae conccmiiiy iheit iiew ftiiih, 
yr cvicn tortcerninjj Stjnnism. Likewise the Sunnis lacked ihe 
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necessknowledge of SJli'isnn. Therefore (he auihor, as he 
compiled the book lo provide iitformatron to people 
who were really interested in such debates. He based his 
book, t's claims, only on genuine Shi'i sources To him the 
best way of religious debate was to depend on those first¬ 
hand genuine sources which were acceptable to the 
opponents. He was of ihe opinion chai relying on books 
tjuestioned by the oiher paity would bear no fruit. About 
the Tiihfah he suggesled (hat only those (Mrsona who had 
studied thorougJily boih Sunnism and Shi'ism should read it. 
If a man knew only one viewpoint and was ignoranl of the 
Liihcr, i| was not worth his while to read the book 

,At (hat time the difference bElwccn Surtllis and, Shi''is 
weie so deep that sometime they consideted the other 
beyond the pale of Islam. In tlie /■irtiFiiitf and in the Mitlftizm 
we find questions about the status of tlie Shi'i according-to 
the.vftn ', in regard lo nuirriage and social intercourse Shah 
'Abdul Azis, however, djd not constdei' them outside Islam 
but he prefemed to avoid social interconrse wilh them.''* 
Likewise the Shi'i also were bitter toivards the Sunnis, Shah 
Abdul ',Aziz has pointed out a Shi'i gentleman, Sayytd 
Rukhud Din, who was bitterly opposed to him and wanted 
to kill him. but gradually became hi& disciple.''^ 

In sucfi circumstances Shah '.Abdul 'Azaz wrote the 
Ttiltfah, The Sunilis, ignoring all his suggestions, look the 
book as an efTectivc weapon against the Shi’iH. It was soon 
iraruHlatcd into Arabic by one Mawlawi AsUmi on the order 
of the NAwab of Arcot For the Shi'is the book proved 
explosive. The Shi’i ' Uktftm tried tg refute the book aivd 
ivTOte volumirtous works and treatises (o answer the points 
raised in the TaitfahA'^ They also blamed the-RW(hor for 
having translated a less-known book. hftthUfah. 

by MasruNah Kabuli, and for having it published as his own 
original vivjrk. which Sliah ' Abdul Aziz denied.™ 
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Shall Abdiil 'Aziz, before publishing Ehe book, 
pt^LiTnably bad anricipated serious opposition. 
therefore, had noi given lus conunonly knoivn nfime as the 
author. Instead be pubtLshed the book with his 
chronogrammatic name, "Haliz Gbulain Halinvl'Abdul 
'Aziz] b- Shtykh Qutbud Din/tWaliullah] b Shaykh .Abu’l 
Rayd^' Abdur Rahim] Diblawi". 'ftTien asked, he ^iave as the 
reason for usin^j this name that be did not feel very proud 
of this book and did not reckon it among his ^oad works. 
This might be one of ibe reasons, but. however. lbe book 
was, in a way, an open invitation to opposition and 
adversities.^^ 

[I 

Aifer 1 EiOS th? real political power was in die hands 
of neither Shi’is .nor of Sunnis. Both were dependent upon a 
third power, ivhich bad no relation with either of them In 
that utuation Muslims began to ask new questions. The 
major question was how to desJ with the British. Should 
they ignore them and rely upon the dying Mughal power, or 
should they welcome them as friends, even though under 
compulsiorL of unwanted circumstaiwes? In answer to this 
question wc may gljinc« jit the relaiions beiW'oen Muslims 
and British and particulariy betiveen Shah’Abdul 'Aziz and 
the British at that time. 

llie British officers Jit I>elhi were on good terms 
wnib Shah 'Abdul ’Aziz. Very of^en they visited him and, if 
neoesSATy, helped him Tn Kaniakit-s Azizi wc find several 
interesting stories about the good rejaiions between the 
British and Sbah 'Abdul 'Aziz.^^ In the Mai/ftzat^ Shah 
Abdul Aziz has mentioried three Bntisb officers, [Col. 
James] Skinner, [William] Fiaser, and [Alexander] Seton 
The way their names have been, mentioned shows that they 
were quite close to him. He described Skinner as "a friend 
but rudt",^* Seton as "a learned friend but rude and 
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llatlerer". and Fraser as "well-versed and a very gomJ friend, 
who lias studied something under me" If we read the 
biographies of these three Englisli genilemen we can realize 
how Shah ' .Ahdul ' Aziz had studied ihem Skinner, by birth, 
was a Eurasian. His moiher was a Raj-put woman, and he 
too had married into a Rajput family, He started his career 
as A inililaty adventurmr Since he was a victim of "gradual 
supprtssitm on racial grounds*^ hq was naiuralfy bitter 
towards the English admini.stiation at Delhi. "At Delhi", as 
.Abdul Qadir RampurL says, Secon and Ochterlony always 
hod tomplainis ajiainsi Skinner".^ 

About Seton, die British Resident at Delhi, we read 
ihai he was “too gcrrtlc with the Muglial Emperor" and hij 
administration at Delhi was "mildly incfficicni" Ai ifite 
lime wlien the Mughal Emperor had been rendered almost 
helpless hy the East India Company probably ihe careful 
c'tpfCJiaion of ’too gcn(le“ would have the same flavour 
which Sliah Abdul Aziz wanted to eftpress with the wgrd 
"URtlercr" 

Fraser buuJ very cordial and dose contact with Sliall 
.Abdul Aziz aEtd other prominent Indian nobles and men of 
letters He had bccunie so Indiatiizcdi that "his broihcr 
officers dill not tike his friendliness to the Delhi fatnilics" 
One of his friends, a T’:ciicb iravetlor, A'iclor ide 
jBcqiifnnuoril. writes ahoui him. "1lt is half .Asiatic in hii 
habits [Mcj is the only olftcer ofOovcnriment. who, Lo my 
knowledge, keeps up any social reki lions wiih the llati^■es 
l.iisi Sunday 1 paid a few visiiji with him to some of these 
long-beards fMussulinaunis). This poliicneas and 
cgndtscensioti is. 1 fancy, bimned by the oihcr Briiish 
oflkers" '' .Abdul Qadir Rampun ivho scricd for a lung 
lime under se\vrjil Briiish officers, qitrihuic lo him the 
qualiLy of "quick conception mid deep knowledge" 
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Ef is. tiowever. clear [hai luih SImh Abdul Azi^ jmd 
sourbS riit'iheBritisli officers, kne^^- eaeli olhet vi;r^' iwJI. Shah 
Abdul Aziz also realized [hai (he BrlEisli power had ne^v 
bEond in irs vcirts. He was aware of clicir well organized 
miliiarj' power.■’■' We may be }usiified in assuming ituii he 
had probably realized dial (he British were not s\ passing 
tbree in End in. may abo assiiine thui ii niiist hnve 
sermod useless to trim la ahow hosallily and bitterness 
towards them. Several times British people ashed him 
ndiLiious quesliona to which be gave shnip^ witty but 
unprovocativE answrrs, He nev'cr provided an occasion to 
lire British to brand him as a rabble-rouser. They were so 
Sure of his conscientious, inodeac and law-qbiding nature 
that on one occasion, when Ctiarlea Metcalf, (he British 
Resident at D«:1hi. was informed that Shah [jona'li. (he 
nephew of Shab Abdul 'Ajat., whs provoking sectarian 
hntred among (he Muslims by his Rcrnnons, he was 
astonished that a imphcw of Shah 'Abdul .■\ziz could have 
bccoiire so rurbulent.^"*^ 

Ill 

Durin” the [ife time of Shah iVbdul Aziz the 
riEHigiotis debates bnetwoen Muslim.^ and Christians liad not 
started We do not have any evidence to support such 
staicrncrrts as "during ibe timt: of Shah Abdul Aziz ihe 
religious debates had become commoit, and Shah 'Abdul 
'Aziz, considering ii an Islamic duty, took pan in ihem with 
Hill enthusiasm' ■** In fact the first religious debate, in its 
real sense, was held in IS44, briwErn Mawlana .Ahi Hiiaan 
and [be Rev. Pfandcr,^^ There are a few stories in Kumihif-f 
Azizi about discussions betwEcn Sboh. .Abdul Aziz and 
Christiara. but ihey are in their nature more simitar to table- 
taEk than to debate.^'* There are references here and there In 
theMirlfitzal and in tlie to religious quEsiifins put by 
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the Christians, but, flO doubt, th^ can only be termed 
religious curiosilies, not as a debatc.^^ 

Here it may be asked why Shah 'Abdul 'Aziz and 
the British tvere so Inendly to each other. Was it really 'a 
symptom of fbndputsj for Islam.^, as in the case of Skinncff'^ 
or The reason lay somewhere el^e We have ppcm that the 
altitude of Ibe East India Company difTfered from that of the 
Christian missiotLaiies. The East India Company was not 
preparedi to create any difficulty in its way by aroLiSing 
hostile rellfijous scntiE!w;nt& Their main purpose was to 
csiflblisb their political power on a solid basis, and to 
expand their irade, but not necessarily their religion 
Alilkough by that time they had become ik rulers they 
were carefel enough not to take any risk. Thai is partly the 
reason why during The life li me of Shah ' Abdul ' Aziz we do 
not find any great opposition to the British udministration 
from the MosJim side. 

rhe ’I'ktnw were in the service of the East India 
CotTipany Even Shah Abdul 'Aziz bad allowed bis son-in- 
law, Mawlans, .Abdul Hayy, to accept the office of the 
hfn/ii under the East India Company.^' He must hftVE 
rejilisod that the policy of military resistance was no lunger 
feasible. Opposition in those ciroumsiances meant 
commiLiing suicide. He, thErefore, must have adopted a 
policy after which he could not be accused of hostility to the 
British, and could thus proceed with his mission. His 
mission was to pnepam the Muslims to fact the changed 
political circumstances. Having realized the hopeless 
cciiidilLoii of Muslim political power he asked the Muslims 
not to live in the world of dreams It is safe to assume that 
he was probably sore that the country was no bnger an 
.abode of Islam, where Muslims could live according to their 
nwn laws. The country had become Ikjm! Harb. To 
Muslims, as it was understood, there were only two 
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altefftativicfl, piKid of hijraK if Lliey were to take the 
classical Fitih-Dpincorus oji [heir face value. Otherwise they 
had tu find out thar own way in that new siiuarjon. 

It W4.S |he responsibiliiy nf Shah 'Abdul 'Aziz to find 
dut a sate way. This he did. He came forward andj without 
alfowir^ his characier and persoEiaJky tn he harmed and 
without cdiupromising Ws teOi^iocs idenfily, he tacitly told 
the Muslims how to adjust themseJves iftto new siEuahan. 
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whicli iiite rqjriuliat iq L.1T7/M>S1. fnoin Oiira. 

19. IVTuhdntmad Ihrom (ifiTuyf-/ Lalicic. !ltd cd.. 

p.JT^) has n Itn- tliimcs of Shi i LTama'. who wreE 
books to iehjta tiu: 'i'tiiiiitfs. AnHMij;. iJeui tiere [>jliiir ',All at 
LiKktKrvi' (fur bio^ruphiciil infomution see. Ruluuiin 'AM. hfi». 
cfL^ Pcrsiuii. p. Hrk UrdiL p IJtrij. mid Mnlimuitiiid Quli Kl^n 
KRnIqri 

2il. [n LIk J-dTiflirr] [Persian, v.i, p. i.l6. Urdu. im p IJI use ftisil 
a letter fTOm erne Mir/a Hasnn ' All Eayinf lIhL iTic opponcnis 
cLflimctl that ihe Tnh/tiit urs n EranslaliDii. Sluih .Abdul A^i^ 
rcpiwd ihJi lliC lx«k ".S'rjiirj'i'if.i Muhiifijh" and some rHliw 
hooks iudeod ivere hefore him scIeh be uas ssniiii]^ ilie 
Tpitfah, uiid he Imd loltowcd lire palErn of .''usio fc/ in llic 
divisjot!! of chapters, do., but tl)e Tuhfiih, he SRid, ss:js piticeJs 
an oiijiiniil isoiA in lis ennicnis and nnitcriul We caiiinL sns 
andhing for or rij^ius) lliis sciieiuent beeniLce ilie .Avni,j V^^ i> 
iHri available 

J| Pwsiau. vi, pp. |16. in- Uctln. p 24] 

22 Accorditig to flrnnii (rjp cj/. p. 57.7 1 ^Eir/u Muh;iinnL>d All. 
a hiDj^Tiiptier of the Shj'L 'ulaina' liAS i^rincii iii 1||^ hook. 
.’Vf/JiiUTUx mmif' ft tr^fiiu flJ-7 /iiitjii'. Lllllt duc lo Maiilf LIlIiI. 
Sbah '.Abdul 'Aciz had iioi pubJiclEd ilu k'Kik, m^-r Ins rc:i1 
name. [Mina Muliantmud. 'All. Iioiscscr. ssiis iioi ji 
cofUeinporaiy riif Sbnh '.Abdul '.A/.ie. .Aceerduiji in ^lorev is-.i. 
part Li., p. L134} he started his took lu IIM»'J-Tii. aud ie si.ic 
pCibLish^ in [:i(l1/IKHfi| The taieruintersiiTsoliikelhisiKsi 
for graritcd titat STuLi 'AbduL Iiad Lo lucd uiheisaLies m 
Ihc lunds of NRjaf Kkin oa uecoimt dl IhC f/tit/ufi IVhulhCr 
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or Twi KJun misticlidvvd ta Shah ’Alidii] Aziz, ts a 
qiKslian which ibcc^E invrsCLgatior, (cf. riravc fik iJ) 0 u[ so 
ihe oT Ihc Tuitfafi ivaa carrecmixJ, iL wu wrilLcn in 
E 2 (H/] 7 SSi (cf, Mnffitiat. Pciaiaiu p 23 : Qnlu, p, 7 i)). 
wIkSrftaB Najaf Khaji (lieJ in I 7 }tl, abow K before (lie 
ivrilEen. 

23. Fadl-i Hiuaia ci/-ffi}}-af fcjaW pi-/mn)ta{ (Uidit. 

biography of Mavrlona Hadhjf Husiiiii nliiK hfj^’an iahiliL 
IWS-ECaradii^ 1*59, pL tiH. says Ihn^ tin pccsoii^l 
lihraiv fif Sliah 'Atwtul ‘AiLs -w-^ sutsidizEd Iw (lie Enjflisti 
Cm'wnorCtarKral of fridm, 

l-l KatnfiJalS AHii was Hiiiiphcd bv One Naivab hfubatak ^ AJi 
Klicin. uiud ^las pisblished from Meradh tit ]g73. The boak 
rcccjidJy has been repjblishcd as aa appendi?; ihc .Kfaijuz^i, 
Urdu ed. 

Shah ■ Abdul ' hf\v. lus used [he-wordwhkh mX 
nuMhs "ignoraTiil' or ^illttcNdd' Somctiracs [Itc siunc word 
John is- used fpr nisiie, rugged and rude persor. fly sediij the 
clmrarfcf^e of Skinner wic caandsaiy Oiai the wonJ^rtAT/ was 
used ia (he ineanLag of igwHani. {For Ihc ass of hukI afjnhii 
rf Teshdluko [ziusu. ITW? Siruett^tv of rfre hzh^rni 
fAe Koran. KoLo LFai^-cjaKv, Tokyo, ] yS'J-. pp. 21-3 L. 

26. Malfiirot, PtTEian. p. 137: Uulu, p. 114.21?. 

27, BMilic Fraser, AJ/fimr^ .^ifcrnoivs ofCof. Jaoic.v .Vfrjnnfr, v.ii. 
p. EiV, as qoerted in Peteiial Spttir. Tbe Sitbots. OsiW 
l«i3, p. 13. 

25. 'Ahdul Qadjf Etainpoit fKaqaV Abikif QaAfr Khanr. Peisiaa 
Mbs Undiitrauislailion, KtnJchi, ] 9(i0, v.upt 391. 

29, Philltp Woodruff, Mfcf Men Wra Ritltd /jnAa.- TAe Finintift:/. 
Linuderi.lidod., E9J4,pL2d3, 

30. Pertival Spear, cp. cit. p. H iChK.io Uus “ffreoiJtlTicss'' a[ 

Iasi Fraser mot his dedlh. For au aoceiunj of his luuidcr see. 
Pertivttl Spear, T\Hiisht c/iA* I'ktv^tais. Cambridjse, E^Sl. 
pp. 1S2.] 93' W,M. nSbeemar, Ramhios and KrcwflooJtotj nf nn 
indirm <^cea{, Loridoip. v,ii. pp. 2D9-231. Fm Induri 
vkwpoiLt re^aiTdnig has nrunkr, of. "Abdul Qachr Rarapuri, 
op. oil... llniu, p. I7i, fti V, Malik Rami, Cfrnftti, 

Ddhi J'JiJ, ,1id cd, pp. W ff 
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'I Viciew laEquciiMwii. !.z t!c-r.>; fh..ii¥ ftfdfri LojidLUi. Ili^.\ Jrd 
td p 2‘5'J. 

1J Ahliil f>iJir Rjtiijhiri, err., p. 3 ^]. 

fhkV Sll.ilt .AtxJill siitd Ihlll (lie N,iil|ihltlliLIKll firdtT Hits 
ilio hesi Tliejr ■tyflcgii oririiiiiiEi^ ^eeis hke ih^ I'rff-OTgjnriscd 
iiiilitiiri iy^reiii tif the EnpliKh FVopte l..■r^J{rjl.^,lf IVirsian. p. 
1h L'ldii. p. [I't .31 ,-jtiol1tor lVouSiihi 9ie Kiid. ''nery hiiiton 
lilts piirlKiihti niiytesL m huik; ,irl I'Eie HiiMlii$ jiood in 
iiriHimcik: .md I3ic Etiroponns arc litinous for kmdkrani unci 
■uilici iiriss' ninHwzfri, PeTsijil. p. 51. (Jrd:i, p lilt Scc,nli!o 
i'll itt. p 

.1-4. Ilinr.iLDitiLnui. fSititiS-r lir\ytOnit. p. [22, 

j>. Scejibrno. pp. IjlT 

1 *. .lArZ/r^ecj^ l.'rdii Inni'l-ilunL ■Pnc-roce''tn ihc (tiipslaior. p l^i. 

3 7 Imdiid Siibin. f-iHwip.ty'oif K,A.>(rf. Dcllu, l'J49. p, l4Jt Inidad 
S.ihiif (p. I 37[ lquuk SItih '.Abdul 'AA/. iks Lhe lirsl ni^irJijCiir 
bill lic also iiciicpLs Ihiri durinji Llie lime of Sltjili' Altclnl' A«'i/ 
nn miHiDiuiiy. ejjcepi a fiM ciik/y cSiiniikit CItnEliiiiis. (ook 
luicreH Jn I In; bclipoiisdcbiiLcs. 

.3K. For O^UPIpIC. 1 1 is rOporIcil Lhiil anee a niissiciintn cnnic Kt 
[>cllii to Mcicalf. 1hc Englislt Kewdent ;il Dcllii. :iiid lushetl 
In iMn'c a d^lc some pronniiwnt ttilm.- Metenlf brmipJii 
liiin to Sluih Abdul 'Ajiih! cm lIk ccindilion LlniE if llic 
imssieuiin' ci^kl be UilkEd dirvEi by SIiilIl 'Abdul AAy. ilieu 
(3ic misBionaiy viould p:i.y lo Mcaculf bne Llniiisaiid rupees. 
OtherVL'Ise. Meitalf ivould pay lo Lite iiiissioFiiify (he SiiOtc 
aPiount cn behalf of Shah Abdul iyliuh Abdul ' A/'u 
uiis.nshod 10 aibtutr (be qiKsdoii on the grDiiiHt of reasoit nud 
Icgic wilhoul quisling IIk Qitr'jn or (lie Hiidilli fit 
niis5H>niaty' asked if (he Pccpbcl MulinniNiad ^las llic bclcucd 
prbpbcl of God why did lie iica ask God (b has ^ir^ind son. 
Husain and his etuldreu. Tliy asStesiniKion of HuEiiiL Ik s;iid, 
pros-od l1hl lltc Piophn Muluniinad was noi bclcwbd of God. 
51inh ' Abdnl' A/.v/. replied (hai |ho PrCgrlwL drd lo God for 
help, faul Cod Riid (haH Ho could ihI help hit jirjiiid son 
boGiiiisc He cDuld ihX sa^ic Hi? own »n frani crucin.'tiDii. This 
rejdi silenced (hc nlissmnary. iind he paid LIk p^cnuiscd 


Shitff 'Aftfifii Htx f.ifi; AtTti fWffrtmfliy 




iirHMiiiJl lci ^'telCi'il^. iKirtitalfft-f Putiti^liipiJ d!' -•'■ii 

jippt:idCJK In XiitSftfiitr. Until, pp 12^-!! 

Sl-c ftir e.xLlunpIt. t'ultiwfi- PtTBiaii. v.i. pp. UMfr,, Urdu. i.i. 
pp Still a- ,^'H(WJr<r/rJt-F L.'ir. (uppcudi?; 1o .1Urdulf. 
pp 227, 

4Ji. (\;ticiv:il Spcir. lutfiitirt \tj fin; p. l-tfJ 

41. S« Cli III. pp. 4IJ42 


OiJipter lil 

Sfatih 'Abdcil 'Aziz: Qiie&tkiii$ and Answers 

Shall ‘ Abdu! ’.Aziz was asked three kinds of question 
in the realm that caitccmii us. There were <]uestions 
tCHiccmina I he legaJ status of Hue counuy accordine to the 
\ under the non-Muslim, questions about icaming the 
English lan^uatjc and hs^inj social cojilact with the British; 
and quesHojis about ^cneptin^ under the Briiish 
i;ovemiiicnt.' 

Lrnfortunatety we do not know the eiiact Eime and 
even the order of these questions. The compiler of (he 
"Ansi, which contains all these questions and ihcir 
answers, has not nwntioued the date of theAJI the 
Jiaiawa have been collected in two volumes^ without 
follawini! any principle of clssstficalion. Wc also do not 
kitrow whether this collection inchjded all the Jatin\-o issued 
by Shah Abdul 'Azii or whethet' it was nnerely a part of 
ihein; and if the latter was the case, how much of it has ng| 
reached us. We can only assume that the cnisting/arflUM are 
a part of the whole, wtiJcb was collecied by sontc one 
haphazardly. However, at least at four places dates have 
been given.^ Besides these fbur occasions there are three 
more to which sente date can be ascribed on the basis of 
cor^ecture^. 

There are same questions from "Mr. Fr^er" 
(.iiiqHmIbr ifz Mistffr Fartjah} in the Aiftnvt! Ansi* Fraser 
was posted Hi Ddhi ad two diflcTent times. The first time, as 
the Secretary to General Ochterloiiy, in 1*05, and the 
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second limc he was appointed as Rjesidem at [Jelhi fiom 
to f83?- after ihe death of Stiah 'Abdul 'Aziz: 
Therefore it is mosl Filfely that the questions might have 
been asked sometime Armind ]S05 when Fraser wss Ln 
D^JKi 

There is atiothcT.^iiOndT which deals with qucstioTl of 
pcrmEssibiilit^' of ealinif with the English and polylTieiils, ii is 
also witliiiui dAtc.*^ hut Sir Sayyid AJtmad Khgn has quoted 
this mentioning thiiiE it u'as issued in 123'7,T£217 

Ai another place Shah Aziz lias described the 
liolitical condition offhe countr>' in ihe following alEegorical 
way.*' (From ius contents it swfos to be a Jetter written to 
some one, which ihe compiler h4is included in ihe/twiTviw. 

"The condition of the worJJ is this liiat one 
of the chiefs from ill? South, dcicendent of Malha 
decided lo take re-Lcnue for the Southern people on 
the people of the East. He first deteaied the 
Easierneis in KoeaIi, ftampur, and Agra At last the 
people of the bast tvere besjeged in ihe AgrA Fon, 
and iFie Sfwiihern people spread between Agra and 
Delhi and started id loot and' rtussflcre ... 
Aftenvards the:>' reached Delhi and besieged the 
city and opened tire on the civil population. This 
continued for seven ninjits and eight days, but they 
could not capture the ciiv Then their fortune was 
changed into misfonune. The chief of the Eastern 
people, whose [English] name if translated into 
gives the meaning of[nit or khuse], came 
to .Agra with his armv, The Southern people 
l1etv away and the Eastern people kept chasing 
them. ... |n short, the Southern chjcf did not have 
the courage lo light svith the people of the East, 
hecause the Fast^ers were well experienced in 
inilit^uy science, and their soldiers were well 


AftJiii QiiisxiStiH irtni Ainiiri' 


27 

equipped wtrh fire arms. ... The people of (his area 
were facing bad days Both of the groups liad 
piElagcd the people, so much so that this tinte the 
EiiHicrncrs also, much against their disposition, bad 
started plunderir^ and had set aside iheir peaceful 
nalure' 

Tltough Shah Abdul Aziz has not meriXiuned any 
paiticulgr name in this sTatement, he has provided a due to 
the underetsmding of the W'liole story. Thid was the story of 
the Anglo-Marhatta war in 180i>, when the British won the 
battle against the bTarhattas. The people of lhe South were 
Marhatias, and the people of (be East represented the 
British, whose Head Quarters were nl Calcutta, the Eastern 
part of India. TTie Eastern Chief was Lord Lake. Of course 
is not the symonym uf /rwtw if it is correctly 
pronounced as Li'k (like aiS\. But it does nrean louse or nit if 
pronounced as Ut [likechcckj In Lrdu script both fetr and 
M arc wriitcn in one and the same manner as () Thus 
w'e can say that this letter probably was written sometime 
about 

|[ 

Now we shall examine, in some detail, those/sr^ini’a 
which come withiji the scope of our present study, l^'e 
cannot, however, say when these ftiimui were issued 
Moreover, we bIko do not know to what fegion the 
inquirers belonged. If they were from Delhi or from north 
India lhe questions presumably were asked some time 
around or after 1S03 when the Enst India Company 
e^Etended its territory U.p to Ddhi. And if thicy belonged to 
some Eastern districts of India ihe questions might have 
been asked before the li^th century when the people r>f that 
region had faced the changed situation 
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[InwevAr^ replying to a purely rheoreucaJ rtutstion 
''ii’k'/Avr ti Dam! hlum t™W become a Darui Harb or 
uti^^ Sliah ' Atdul' Aaa says: 

"Gerterally ihc Butheritic [fiffh] boofct say that Dantf 
/.v/iTflF bwonies a Ditrifl Ilarb on itie following three 

COndilians: 

I. The orders (ahkijpi/ of polytheists prevail. 

2 No other Ikjruf l.'tktnj is^ found in between 
ihe conqucfor's -/'kfrnl Hurh and the 
conquered Dctmi fskun 

1 No Muslim or Dhinmi enjoys the mnan-i 
inin'/i/. I*’ On the other hand a fkwnl Horh 
bccuincs fkiTui Mam if the orders (ahkaaj} 
of Lhe. Muslinu; prj:\^i|, that is the cities 
where (he rule {tuihn) of the hmmml- 
SinsUmiu prevails heccune iyufitl hhmr, and 
(he cities ruJed by the leader (.‘riWcArr) of 
[non-MusJiuLB J comes under Else definiiion of 
/Jiunf HiVb. 

In this city [I>elhEj the rule of fmanud Mn.s/i/Min is 
not in force, and the mlc of the Chnsttan officers (fnskiicim-i 
NtLsafa} is in force wirls impunity What is tneani by the 
enforcemenl tjf (he orders kihktm} of knfe is thal the 
infidels are acting as rulers in admi nisi ration and 
managemenl of the affaifs of the subjects, in (he collectiEjns 
of re\.'enue and dues, and ranes on Cuintticrtc, in checking 
highway roblKry and ihcft, jn decidirii; dispuics and 
eflfurting penalties for crimes. Ie is of no significance ii'Ehey 
do noE interfere in the ohsenanee of some Islnmic rites eg 
the Friday and the hvES id prayers, the [calling for 

prayer] and sacrifice of cow, because these ihinys do not 
hold any value in (heir eyes. They dcniolish miistiLies 
wiEhOut any hesjEation Without their permission no Muslim 
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or dhimnti utn enter this city and its environs. And tf they 
do tvert object to the entry of \'isitois (\mriiiin}, travellers 
(ifnfsa/triit} and traders (fajjaf) in their domain, it is betavLSC 
of thdr own interest:. Distinguished persons like Shujaui 
MifJt and Wilayaii Bc^am could not enter their [Chrialians'] 
cities without obtairuiiEg their pennission.’' 

The- Christians^ control extends from this city to 
Calcutta. Of course here and there, for instance in 
Hyderabad, Rampur and Lucknow, they do (tot issue their 
own orders because the rulers fj^aliyan-i of those 

states haw entered into agreemenhi with them and have 
submitted: to t^M^In'^ 

On antither ocisasion Shah ' Abdul ’ Aiii was asked 
about th« tcgal position of Lhe domain of the Christian^ in 
the following way:^^ 

"Is (he whole domain (miilk^ of the Christians Dunff 
Hurh or not? And if it is, wlut is the decision about tiLking 
interest (sini) from the ChristianH and about performiivg the 
tongregationAl Friday prayer". Shah 'Abdul ’Aziz replied: 

"All the nccEisafy cotidiuons for a Dartit Hark ha^re 
been hid down, in the ffqh books. A ftw of them arc given 
here. If these conditions OKist in the domain of the 
Cbristiaas tben it is Darul H<irb, And if the domain of 
Christians [according to these conditions] is Dafnt Harh 
then [for a Muslim] d is permitted (j6t^s} lo take tmeresi 
ftom htffar. 

'As to the performing of ihe Friday prayers m a 
Darnt Hoi'b^ [it is written lhat] if ( here is a Muslim offlocr 
(hidiim) in lyorut Harb appointed by [The ruler of] the 
infideEs, then the Friday prayers will be performed by the 
peTTnu<don of the [Muslim olbter]. And if there is no 
Muslim hedtSm in Dami Mart, the Muslims should select an 
honest man from among themselves and ensider him as their 
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kade^ Thc>- slitjiild perform their Friday and id 

prayers wilh his permission, live dury of the m'i:* is to lool; 
after itw: rij|Jics of miniini if cliey arc left wthgui guardian, 
and (o prcuteci ihe riglil of orphans and to manage 
vncLaimcd piopenies etc- Bui ii niusi he reniemhered that 
this ni:i T.’i' will not tvave any anihuriiy in the emii*try 
poliiatai affairs ntfdh} 

'So far as the question of a JStrut Hitrh\\ beeominji 
a I)itrtTi Mum is corKrerned. lIk {■'uftfli tt 'Alunt^'iri i^y}i 
that if the Stntn'tiff is pnomulsated in a Daftfi Hath the 
country begDilies liift'tli ttyhifi 

"Ard On ihe nLiesiion of a thuifi fstain y hecominti a 
tJariii Hcifit. [main MyhartiTnad quoied Abu Hanhgh snyiiisi 
thal on the fnlJo^^-iny three, conditions a Hai'tif Mmt 
becomes a L>afni Nffrb 

"I. The cnle of Infidels are pTxnnuIjiaitffl publicly a nil 
the Shari'ah fhtthit ai-Irdam } is not irt forec. 

2.The h)ar»t isiam is surrounded ' j iiuiHi Himh in 
such a way that nu othec city ol tsijun ‘ctandfi between (he 
Raid /Jtrnr/ himt anJ ;lii: concii i £■"! iJantt Harh. 

j No Mu^im or infidel dhatinik enjoys the utvitn-i 
tni'H'iT/ granted (o him before 

"‘If the hiirh) Jtjj^rjT [infidels who are in the siate of 
wflr with Muslims ) conquer a i-Mrrnt Natn, or the citEzens 
of Damt {xfam apostatize and ovcfconie the Muslim raler, 
or the fiVrrj;?mj.v rebel against the fiovcnuncnt gf/>t!rdf^ Isitmi 
and come inro power, a fkim! Mimt remains a Daml ixintis 
tmlcss line aboii'e mentioned three conditions are found. 

"But according Eg Muhammad and Abu Yusuf as it 
is recorded in the hahniit 'Ahtftgiri merely b>- 
manilesiation of ihe order of fitifr a liktritf Mim becomes 
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D^ii fierrh. The remaining twg conditions are toot 
essflitisil 

"It is atso mCAtionod in the Fatmwa ‘'Atatfjgfrj that in 
the cities where ktt^r are rulers, it is lawful for Muslims to 
perform Friday prayer. And if the Muslim of that dly agree 
upon a mflu as their qadt, accordinj; to ihe Shttr’. he would 
become ihdr ifudi. .And it is gbligaToty for Muslims to find 
out a Muslim ruler" 

On another occaiion. Shah Abdul Aziz, was asJted 
ei^plicitly about the region f 'tunuttittri) under the British 
adminisEmtion The question was whether or noi the region 
under the English farigri^i) aElndnisim-tion and lhal of other 
similar non-MusEims were Daritt Hath. And if they were 
/Art'jv/ Hai'h^ whether or not it was allowed to lake interest 
trom the rLon-MuslintiS. To this question he replied. 

VAccorJing tg Fttih the interest between a Muslim 
And an infidel of a Darut Harh is allowed . It should be 
known that the opinion about j^wnt hi<m as being not 
changed into iikinti Harty ai all is somehow' weali. El is crue 
Thai £ Fiintf }sta»t becomes Dantt iiarh Of course on this 
point there is disagreement among the as to when 

A fkinti Nim becomes Dant! Harh. One group says that if 
even one Islamic rit? like adhtat or circumcision is tbrbidden 
by force the iiktritt htam becomes /AarW hiarh "Another 
group of 'Fiamii' sa.>'5 that just by abolishing the Esiamic 
riles a iMiffd Mam does not become t^nii Haih unless the 
infidel rites are openly practiced m tktntt Mam En the laier 
circumstances a ) kiru! fshm bectHnes ikirnt Harh. though 
all the Isbmic riles are still esiAting. 

"‘Some gfher idwna' have gone lo this extent to say 
that tkii ai Hat h is a counlTy where no Muslim or dimtsmi 
reniains in pcA.ee under the ttnuus-i tnnvat. no matter 
wh«her Islamic ritis exiAt or not. and wheiher infidel riles 


^ re openly practJMtl or nut The stholurH fm/ihtitjifNfinj ]sa\ie 
pTeTLTrti;l I his |liird upiniop. and according to this opinion 
the rei^iCnl imder llie bngLish and olh;r jimilir ngn-WusJim 
people IS. no doubt, f.tufrif 

Tliere ivss jinoihcr ciucstion: aJfter how lofly lAmild 
eonqiLurini' ki/f/itr bd tuhsideied according to the lHnif' as 
tlw: le^al ownefi of the land and of the movable property of 
the ifami hinfn. and whether Or noi ii law-lul ffuthl) 
tor □ man lo aucept arsyihi(|g from that property if the htf/ijy 
granted il to him Shah Abdul Aziz: replied. 

"If the ti/iffitr capture some mo\'able 
pjTgperty and transfer It to iheif own country, the\ 
^ould lie considered as owtiers of (hose things 
Aboot ihe question, after how long does a 

become fhitvi Htn-h', it should he 
undcrslcmd, thiit on this i]ue!iiion the hrjid 

dilftrent opinions. Some of them say that a Di-intf 
does not become iJtjytil flarh as loue as 
there is arty Other Ikfpnf fJetfu in between (he two 
.ifores^id /Xfi'ni I.-Jofu and Ik\rNl Hirrh. The other 
hold the opinion that so long as even any one 
Islamic rite IS publicly practised tlte countr)' 
remains Dftrifi Is-fim. If all Islamic rites arc 
abolished it will: become Harh. Some other 
'fjfumn' say that if Ihe abolish even one 

Islamic rite {:!{htj'£i'ty ) the DamS lahitrt would 
remain no longer Dant! htmt. 

"But the most imsonabfe opinion is this 
ihal the country frutifk) remains Lkitlil h'iiitit a^ 
long as the Muslima and inlidcis nre fighting, and 
ihe Muslims have not lost hope of retaining their 
country, and they have ivot Ijccn oompletcly 
subjugated, and the kitjfitf- ha^'C not become strong 
enough Co forbid Islamic rites, and the Muslims can 
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live and carry gn their business wiihcui the 
permission of Ktfjjor. The lemporaty capture by 
infidels is of ug value. 11iis capture will be nuLliliicd 
by ihe victory of Istam. But if ihc Muslims have 
lost the baltic and have submitted lO them and arc 
living in the country aitd carrying gf their business 
wiih the permissJem of infidels, and the IsLamii;: rites 
are praclised gjily because the infidels ane noi 
prgudicedi against them, and not because the 
Muslima are sLroflg cnouj^ to practise them the 
couTirry is no longer barui Mam, even if the 
Muslims are ihinlriiifg of waging war Again after 
preparation. 

‘In the.<;c drcumstances it is tawful for the 
kii^far to grant any or every thini; to anybody from 
ihe cortf^uered countTy" 

This is what we find Lh the I’^atawa As/zf in regard 
to i}anii fftffli and iJcirnI fjihfw. It is generally believed 
nowadays that Shah 'Abdul 'Aziz dcglAncd "India" to be 
through his /atwa [mentioned on pages 2'g,30 J 
when the East India Company became ihet^f jimfoi ruler of 
the Mughal India, and through this /ti/wu he a,slccd (he 
Muslims tg wage jifvjd against the British or to migrate 
from the country. (Here ie is interesting to note ihat if the 
Jettwft had implied these two condiiigns, the Muslim 
community did not respond tg it at least during the life time 
of Shah 'Abdul Aziz, ) And if this is the case then we ought 
to know what motive did the Muslims have in asking ihe 
question about the refigiggs status of India To answer this 
question let us keep before us all the four questions which 
we have just seen. They wert: 

1 Can a Darut /s-Ajm become Daml Minh or 
ncil?(p.2?) 
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2. lii [he kjjJUMi bouia ^[ndia under the 
t'oiiipam's lule] /\r™^ ffcjfft? And if it is, 
then whai is th« dedsiem ^hciut inking 
nittnest frOLTi ihc nnn-Muslims? (p. J I} 

.i. Aiif the Tci^ionii under []ie English 
tidministmciDn and tlru^ie under rhe non- 
Muslims Ikirtft .And if SO. is it 

ftilo^ved to i^ke interest fncim the non- 
Muslims'* (p.3?) 

4 After how lon^ a tinte line the eonquertnjt 
ftujf'itr considered the legaJ owners nf |hc 
fund and of iht moveabie propertv of ihi 
fkinti /yAw^t? And if ihc)' ^ant soinelhinjL. 
from I hfll land or |>ropen>' to someone, then^ 
is tH* allowed tu ajceicprt tha| grant'* (p.34) 

As wc lice I hat fir^t (]uestion is coLouiiess and does 
nut teud US to an>' Ltinclusion. hut all the Other (luestions 
clearly slww ihe motives of the tjuesi loners Instead of 
asking of their duties IP restore the Ikirnt thw are 
anxious to know whether the new situaiion has opened the 
door of interest in the field of economy. As tony as Itdia 
was iitnai they couJd nol take inrerest, though thev 
must hav'e been paying it to others. But if the pulilicai 
siluatiun was changed and Jndia had hecomc tkirHt Hofk 
w'here interest was allowed why should ihey not themselves 
benefit from the new sitUiition'^'" It is, flicrcfore, safe tO sav 
Ehai the question of iM'id Ishm and Lktrfd Hiwh was a 
pruducl of an economic problem 

Howen'er we Imve seen this qiwsiiou in some deian, 
lifhJ i1 is lime tn gu IhrlhiT and see if there were some Diher 
[|Lii'sli(iilS iibiHil ihc new Srluaiiun during the time nf ^hah 
Ai^i^ 
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fhe most important quesiion was whether 
Muslims should cooperate with, the Briiiiih or not About 
ihia probletifl wc read his opimon when Fue cxp]ain 5 the 
Qur'anic verse: 'And do nut collaborate in sin und 
transgression^ fi;i) He says-^" 

n hie collaboration (nw nnximtif is of two 
hinds, paid and unpaid. Mowaday^ ihc paid 
collaboration is called "service"*, and the other one 
is called "assistance'. En eilber ease there are sofllf 
hinds of work ivhicb arc admissible and some nf 
tJiEm are forbidden.. If the infidels are preparing 
(bem.selvcs lo fight with Mushttis or tu conquer a 
Isiam then it is forbidden to serve them or 
asKifit them, ^nd il is a grave sdn lo do so Ef the 
inlideEs fight c^h other and employ tEie Muslims 
[to fight the infidel&J tlien it is permitrod, according 
to the Shut-' Likewise it is permitted lo serve the 
infidels if they employ the MiisEims to keep watch 
over their property or to manage the civii 
ndminiarratioR of their country, as it is permitted to 
assist them in tailoring or in trading etc. 

"Bui now afi'er fi lot ot deliberation, it appears 1u me 
tiiiit the above mentioned services also are nor alioueihei 
free from unlawlulness {hantnnL At least man fods Eresitant 
in refusing their illegitimate [in ihe eyes of the Sfutf'l orJcrM, 
and gradually he becomes their wcll-wisfier Thus Ihc 
number of unbelievers goes up iind ilicir sirengih, power 
and presEige increase. But if this {service or assisiLauce] is of 
the kind in which men has not to be \en' ckvHc with ihc 
infidels, then, no doubl this is lawfiii' 

On another occasion when he was asked ahinLii 
acceptin^ iohs under the ThriNlisns. he said 
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,"Sc^^■ic^: under ihe Chn5jifl.n& Of under any 
inftdel-s are of tfitTereuE kindji. Some of (hem are 
permissible (miihahy. some of them are desirable 
(mitsiitijafih}, and some of them arc finibidden 
{htimni}. and some of Them are jiross sin ikahimh) 
and near to kifjr 

"If some one accepts a job under tnJidds 
for jiood purfmses, c i-, ptoiecting people from 
thie\'es aiwi robber^ or proH.idiny; Shin-'r witness in 
tPve coiin, or consEructin^ a bridge or building or 
rcpaTing a building like a cenivanserai for Ehe use 
of tire yerneril public, ]hcn. no doubt, ihese kinds of 
ser^nees are permissible, even desirable. 

"If some one accepi.s a position under the 
itifidcls just to proTtiole sociaf contact with them, 
and if because of the nature uf his work he 
happenes to see the things which are a^insi the 

or if lie has to assist them in injustiee. for 
example, if he works 95 9 derk, or as a domestic 
servant or as soldier, or £uuh types uf work in 
wliiuh he is supposed to rcspcci them beyond a 
limit, or be has to humiliate himself before them 
while stgrrding or sitting, then these kinds of 
service are forbidden 

"If some One axteepts a post under them lo 
kill a Muslim or to destroy a [Muslim] state or to 
promote irdldcl practices ur tu find faults with 
Islam just for the sake of cirilicisuii, then all ihcse 
services are grave sin and near ta kitfr." 

We see this is not a caicjjorical giatement Shah 
Abdul 'Az\z has not clearly said thai service under the 
British was forbdddcEi. He has qtnssifted the services and 
Ellen mentioned what types of service were forbidden No 
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doubt all these services which he has classified under the 
foibidden ser\.'ices are forbidden according to the Sfutr'. 
wbelher ihe employer Is Christian, inSricI or even Muslim It 
IS. therefore, hart) to siy that he was totally apingt serving 
the British 

In the Azizt vnt read a letter from Shah 

Q hulam ' Ali to Sliah ' Abdul Aziz 11 goes un 

"SonK one has told me that there is a 
proposal in our school^'’ tor Mawlawi' Abdul Hayy 

[the nephew and sOfl-m-hw of Shah Abdul Azizj. 
to accept a position as a nrrtff) under ihe European 
infidels. By God I was shocked to have heard this 
news. I prefer to sh like u bejiger Instead of being a 
wcattby man by holding an office under ihcm. For 
God's'sake Mawlfiwi 'Abdul Hayy must not 
entertain the idea of accepting sucli inauspicious 
service. He sJiould better remain coment with a 
loaf of bread He should teach the students and be 
busy in meditation In no case this offer t>c 
accepted' 

Shah Ghulam ' Alt was a famous Sttji of his time. By 
nature he was against ac-cepting anv' kind of help from those 
people who wTerc engaged lA State affairs.^ He, therefore, 
ii%ht have boen startied not only because '.^dul Hayy was 
going to serve the British, but also because such a rEligloiis 
man as Abdul Hayy was intending to enter into slate 
service In any case, Shah ' Abdul Aziz replied to him- 

"This is a fact that Mawiawi Ri ayat AH Khan the 
Agent Of the British {MftiiFlitr-r f-irm^i}. liad written to mc 
several times to sent to him an austere w'ho knows 
Islmalc law, and could advise him In judiciary aifairs in the 
light of ffifft. We rqjlieHl to him saying that it was possible 
that ihey [British] might ask the 'nfftrt to do- somethiag 
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a^in&t the Moreover, [here was a Ukdihood thflt the 
\iUm woolcl liflve to mix with ihem. TTilib he wauild become 
inditTereni to Islanfuc rites. He [ftj’ayat 'Alii wrote to me 
:sa>'iog that the 'aUm should never mix uith them, nor 
tvould he be asked lo do anything against the Shtfr’. The 
'tthiWy he wrote, would reside somewhere in the citv, and 
would advise acconjinn to (he Shtr^-t wilhnut 

any lear".-’ 

Then Shah Abdul 'Aziz discussed the pToblem in 
detail in [be ii^hi of the Shari'tth and the Tanifah. From the 
point of view lie t^uoied the eximpk; pf the 
Prophet loscph (Yn^nj) who served the infidel king ^a 
benefit lEie cainErion people And froim ihc Tta-fijaft point of 
visw he thought that if a man was without any family 
liability it was preferable for him not to indulge in Any means 
of livelih<K>d, although otherwise he might do so. He tiirther 
rjuQlcd ihc examples of Httiffi.v and c^wfjr.v who had high 
places in the Held of I he Sftivi\th and the 7'itrnfifh hut were 
cn^B^'cd in state affairs AAcr (quoting these examples And 
discussing the matter in detail he cotichided. 

"In this particulAr «sc wc should see 
carefully whether or not there is any thing which 
makes this service agaiitsrihe Shar'. We know that 
Mawlawi 'Abdul HAy>' will not mi:x with inlidets, 
nor will he be indifferent to religious AffAirs;, he wil) 
neither pariicrpnte in infidd practices nor flatter 
them nor lell lies Since none of these forbidden 
liablts is found in MAwlawj 'Abdul Hayy it is 
sugigcsied that he should go and stay there. If he 
finds Ihing.^ (here otherwise, he should come 
back" 

The compiler of the f jsftnm does not infonn ua 
whether or ng| Mawlawi' .Abdul Hayy accepted the iob, but 
most probably he did.^'* 
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IV 

The other important t^uestiun was whether' the 
Muslims should promaic social contact willi British people, 
whether they should learn iht Rngli-;h language and eat with 
them The importance of such questions in the time of Shah 
Abdul ■ Az'iz caj] cqsily be imagiiKd from (he inddeni of ihe 
Wffh'Afnv’ of Punjab who had his med with the English men 
and was dedaned by his fetlows to have gone oui of Islam 
This attitude existed till the second half of the centuri 
Mawlana MamJuk 'Ali (who was (he Professor of Aiabiic in 
Delhi College, the British admiiusicrcd institution)- -is 
reported lo liAve washed his hrinds when he happened to 
have shaken hands with an Englishman.''* In this situation 
-Eve Can imagine the impgrtance of (hese questions. 

W'e have already seen in the pre\'ioUB chapter lhal 
the Brilish olFicers used to visit Shah 'Abdul 'A±i£. This 
was the clear answer to the queslioo of social intercourse. 
For other questions, e.g. learning of Eqgilish language or 
wearing English dress, of course, Shah Abdul 'Aziz was 
above pulling up a personal example. But he declared them 
lawful. On the question of dress he said 

".A resemblance between Muslims anu 
Kitjhr is foTbiddeh But only that resemblance is 
forbidden which is hocn with the inlenlion of 
exhibiting otaeself like infidels or wiiming iheir 
sympathy Otherwise (here is no harm in using the 
ihicigs which are especially related to infidds with 
the intention nf providing more comforl io the 
body" ■’= 

pn the quEStioti of eating Witli iion'MusLiins, Shah 
Abdul Aziz said that il was lawful, provided that the 
forbidden things w^re ngi served:.'^ Giving his opinion about 
the English language he said ihat it was permissible to l^am 
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ihe English Ean^juage But if some one wanted to Iwm the 
ilangujige Just to Elaitcr itie English people and to raise Eii^ 
poilliftti in their eyes, then il was forbidden and Lmdesirable 
to learn the English latiguaye ^ 

So far WE have seen, iht atlitiide of Shah Abdtl! 
Aaii towards (lie Bnlish in India. He considered the 
country as /Jartf/ but at ihe same time he allowed the 
Muslims to cooperate with (he British as far as Islamic 
values were not violated He went so far as to declare it 
lawful to eat with the Brilish, (O leam their lani 5 Liac,c and 
even to dress like them 

This is what we may call a positive atiiludc, and in 
these pages wc have rioi seett him bearing a negative 
attitude towards the British. Bui stranjjdy cnoui^h, we very 
ol^en hear people today saving that Shah Abdul Aziz was 
hi(tcfly opposed to (he British and that he declared India 
lytiNii W(jV'A so as lo tell (he Muslims that for them (here 
were only two alternatives: frghliny (fifmti) nr migraliiw 
fhijmf}} On (he contrurv' we do not find in I he woiia of 
Shah Abdul ’ Aiiz anything which can confirm thas view In 
order to be sure, fet us sec what he says about tltese two 
problems. It naust be remembered, that he himself look the 
initiative to express hls opinion rcj'anlmg jr/W or hijrah. 
Other Muslims did not ask him these ciucstioits First we 
would SEC whai Jihinf meant to him. I Ic said 

is of three kinds. The first it verbal /jjW 
lufiofii/ It means that people should be invited 
towards Islam, and that the Sftitr' shmild be explained, and 
sermons and preaching should be underlakcnt and the 
objections and doubts of the opponent-i fmtikhtififm) should 
be removed, andi thus Tsisni should be manifested 
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"The second kind of JihcjJ is (he preparation for 
fighting. It means to frighten the opponents by recruiting 
volunteers, and by increasini; the twjmber of ihe people of 
Islam and by .creating confusion amon^ the.opponents atvd 
by spending money lo provide horses, camels and necessary 
arms and ammunttion. 

"The third kind tffjrhenl is to kill the opponents with 
speats and swords and to wrestle and cambai with them 

"There is no doubt that the f^rophci was bu^' only 
with the first two kinds of /itjoiJ He did not take part in the 
third kind of And sundv this third ong is the lowest 
kind 

This is xvhat he (bought about JtiHiif It must be 
remembered that this siatement was not an answer to any 
inciuirer. ii was an exprcHSion of tus own viewpoint without 
being an answer lo a question The absence of a (luestion on 
this particular problem also sugges(s (hat (he Muslims in (be 
early l^K century were no( thinking aboul./^fittr/ 

Likewise W'C do noi find t|ueition regarding the 
htp-iift. Once, however^ he spoke on this question. It was 
argued by some of his opponcnS f/jficwKp' that after declaring 
the countTy iyeiftfi be should h&ve migmiEd from the 
countiy, bccflusc in a Ditrtif ffat ft, the opponents said, a 
Muslim was supposed only lo do Jihad or else to migrate 
from the country.Replying to them he said: 

"The migration from every Darnt Harh 1$ 
nol necessary. Muslim? should only migraie from 
those oouniries where the inlidgis are prohibiflin^ 
the Muslims from prfictisHiig the Islamic rites e.g. 
fast, prayer, adhifft and circumcision If the 
Muslims are practising all these rites in public. 
mE^alioti is not obligaioty-' '■*' 
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ll IS important to nolc that here in the cas« ot hiitith 
Shah 'Abdul '.Aziz speaks about practising the Islaink: rites 
in public without any Other conditioti, whereas in the 
question about religious status of the country he did not 
coit$jder the puhliL fN-tu^U(.v a sufficient condition lo kcqi s 
country Du^-td hkfin. V^'wh. pnhitt ^}rtKULe\ there, he added 
another condition, namely that ihe fUfhUuptuak-*.' shtudJ hn 
f/jc* tcsidi vf f/fi' ,\4iishm /jtfyiiKrr. and not due to the 
unpr^udioed attitude of the infidris^’'^ But here in the case 
n^hifnth he ctisrejiarded that condition This because nf 
the well-kiH'wn fjLct that the MusLims of hts time were 
ciiioyin^ leNjtious ffeedoni due lo the unprejudiced attitude 
of the Britisli w- ho could chanine the situfltion any time. 

We have now' seen all liie iiuestion.'i and tlicir 
ansvsCrs in re^rd tt> the rcliijEDUR status of ihe COUntrs'. and 
in regard lo dealtnj; with.the British In Ihe next chapters we. 
sliall examine in some dctsil the response from the Muslims' 
side 
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tir.jnsknioD ^tiiliiioiiiiJHl D^rhiMiillnh publisbcd id 
k;iiijMir III I t4'j'yL!t?i;i Mosi of lLic /rJiT^hki ID the ort^'inal 
nolIcKLiofi ineii'lioi^ rbe d;rios vihui ilie qiuziitoiri 
:t4:od. bill Lhc Lmiuliilor. '^vjiboin any btn'ious reason, has 
□nullnd mioiii WUftCv-a. Ilh; iKinslaHU has nl$0 cbarjjcd ibc 
or'ii$.in:i] cbroinloijicjl -order of Ibc Per^inn eafloction. 
iDtcDding Eo compile (ticin nccdrdiiqj. 10 SobJ^. and this he 
□.■old noL do sueeessfulJv. 

Hwe^-eT. til Ub'l/IMSI Mniinlano Abdul Ha>y ^las nsksd 
uheihoi Bnlisb India nfl* iJirmf florh or rot He 
caKE*^icallv replied lhal in occoridaiKe wlb Lbe oF Atm 
Hanifah niHi; Abo YuStif and Miilianinimd-. India was Dani 
i.ffdiu isee tiLs i'aiay^i}, E^cisiaiv. v.i, p. 5^]; ii, p |b(»}. On 
anolher occ^i4>o'< be wns nsLod wliclhcr or ihe it was sllovi^ 
for 0 MusILin to lahc iiricT-CSl FrPJin HindiU Tbli qntSlilMI 
jio« bcoaoSt l>t bad replied to n qiKElion saytnf Ihsl tMere^ 
was allowed in e Durift ifarit. To Uiii (jiKfiJoa bC »ld ihai ii 
was DoL allowiod 10 lake inieresl from HiiMtus. because India 
w«s flufif /}.<•(«{» (Ibid, v.i, p. 3QI:, r, ni., p. tffKji. h queSHOn 
cinuc lliai m due Brilisli India llie Muslims used to dqnsit 
tlieir Jiioney wiih i]t£ Gerisuan [bankers], ancl recche 
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iiilcrcsi. witicli was called ^irjr/r.icjL^. The ^il^vb,-l■la was ashed 
wheihor or not i| was biwful In luJge inEcrcsl dji dicpcisiicd 
niojK:^. He declared Ibc Liilcresr lo fac la^ttiJ. kDC:i|]$? Hntish 
hidia. \A lio ihix di-jpM Sind. a«ordi.np Id Abu V'usuf and 
Mulianimad. was Divrui J/urA (Ibid. i,'. iii, p. 't'^y 

III oiu tHcsciLl Sludy we ciiruioi jjo tlrto dui'iil to. find mil tlic 
reason For iiKnnsistcEKies In Lite Msvvlona's answer oboui ilto 
polliKal stuuLioti oF Indm \Vc jii>{ only » see Uifi aiotitcs oF 
I Ik qiKsbOii irirauL the sliiliis aftlK country. As ne see. diinni; 
Lius Lime nIsD the (picsHoii of S>nr\tl fiayh nuriiLy ashed In 
pidci (0 knosv (he iso^sibilliy oFnddng htieiresl on nnnn'. 

;!li /^'iwvrim ■i^H;i, Persian. v.L pp. 344 F.l Urdu. v.i. pp. 5(15 FT 

21. Ibid. \ L. Persian, pp I ^5 IT Urdu. pp. 327 ff. 

11 For a ^iiiuhir siaicuiciii, see i-<iiawn, l^rvmi-ii v. il. p. |||j 
Urdu. V. ii. pp. 25S-25lf 

2 Shall Abdulbh alhw Gbutiiiu ‘ Al 1 1 174 5-1 ii24) was a fiimoict 
Flj^ur^ in ilid Nii(|ghbi1iidi Order. Ho was tlic disciple mid. 
khatifah of Mir/ti Klnzlior Jan-i Janaii [Ih'.ni-lTRh). 

2<k }dfi>.h'(arJt JffWjHniTLV) Founded by Shall Abdnr KjlIiiiu. of 
w'liloll Shall AMiil A^ir was die Piincipiil. SIrnh Gliulnm 
'All tins referred to L1 as 'our sclwol" IIioi^Il he waj not On 
(Itc siiiif of the scItoeiE. Tins es an Indijtai uny efcNprosslein in 
wliich. liD iiwold the feeling of etiddsEn, a crltie uses ihe: word 
"otir' msicad of 'ours” 

i-afay*p. Portrait. ^'. 1 , p. vi; Urdu. v,i, p. 1441. 2(5. 5 «g 

below chapter v. pp. 71. 71. 

27. Fat£Pf\a. Persian, v.i, pp. SliT.t Urdu, v.i. pp. ItDff. 

2S. Ibid. Porsnan, I'.i, p. 92: Urdu v.i. p. 17U 

29 Ghularai Rasul Mihr. Jama'ai-t Uajafridht. Lahoro, LVJj. 
p.ltl 

3(1. ScO iHbcnx-thniiior ]L, p, 16 

1 ]. MuhiimiWid %'iaiua‘-i tiin^ Kp .^kaw^fflT flwrfl,, V. ir. 

pp. 286, 2S7 

32. Ftiitiiwa, Pieraaa. v.i, p. I to. UfdiL, v.i, p. I9P. 

33. lbi± Persian, v. it. p. 117; Urdu. v. LI, [v 2S4 
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.'^-i Ibid, Rcraiait. ^'1. p. tilS: LFrdti. p. 

S«. fiMaiuplc. Muhamriad MLy;ni, ijfi. cfi., iL p. SJ: 
Mulkuniinad Mih^P ''lalHjmi liurmBllia ' alambwibT^ 

S.vhbw'ii XttafMti' ci. tn, AMiiJlilli BiU. Lnhofc, IfliS. jn 155: 
also UtMtiXlullriit Sindlu. Shaii J^afiaifpit flwr tfi-i .vi>mr 
iaitrik, LaiMfc. 2]td: sd- I'JJJ, p. 71, Sirdlii tiimsdr mis 
j|;.nins1 till: iikii prihi: filjrttft (IJbid. p. 11. 2). Oil ibv piiiiiE 

of fTtjrirti, see jLso. MatiLwir A-IttH OllanL Se^rru/ftt 

Dcphnnd. 1:137/1 I'-i. P- HM'- 6>- L 

Vi {•tutitft/. Pcfsian. y. ii. p Wf'. Urtiti, «. ply I 

>7 Ibid, hirjkpin. V. i-'P. -tV: Ucdii. v, i, p, Wi , 

.1B Ibid. Pcraiitti. i-J, p- J2: UnJu-'-i. p. 

14. Sec dJbc^c. Ch. in 


f Chapter tv 

Toleration And Friendliness. 

li] the iwo preceding chijpEtTy vwc have siLtdied Shidi 
Abdul Adz's attitude lovvardi the British, ^nd wx have 
wamined his vieu'S abvul: the rdiyious stains of the wutilr^' 
aniJ about cooperacion wilti ilie British In this cha[Mer wv 
shall txaniL-ne wtne of Che peopfe in the Muslim comimiiiity 
adopted a coopcrati'ix attitude and qvho mivod wiili ihe 
British Ki>r this purpoie ^ve shjill take sumie lvpii;al ea.fCS 
representing diHerent ,ispecis of Lite i-n«|)qrstne attiiude 
I'lrsi wt .shall see ihe 'f'hm!' iiho did not see an>' h4iTTtt in 
scrv ijii; the British Then ise sliutl see ihyjai i:Hi>opie ishii saw 
the chanjjir” siiu^ition of the counta' and decide J io learn 
tlbc £n.y]isl] lan^aeo. .\s u ihird shall suidy 

iho.hc who married Enytish ivomeji. jincl ihhyse tnjilish 
wives were htdromed into their Iwiiws. We have a]re,ii!K 
seen some cases of ilio^e Mu.slim ivyinen who miirried 
EiiropeaiLs', therefore, sijch cases iviFI ciOt he icpcaied in 
this chapter, 

1 

I’licre ivxre several f/h/Hhi’ wlm served tire East 
Eisdia Company. Mowlana Eadl'j-ilmam Khayratiadi [d 

Mufli Sadniddtci .^Vzurdah (ITS'?-1 Sfi.l/, Mawlana 
MamJuk ’.Ali (d 1S51) ■*, Maivlavvi Abdul QaJir PUmpun 
{I78t>-I849>i and Mai^ana Fadl-i Haqq Khayrahadi ([7^7- 
1861)^ wore among ihe weLl4;nown names. 
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Ahall study the of Mawlana Fadl-i- 
HHi.qc] it is lypifdl. For iiis ^vhole life the MawUtia 

iier\'eid llib Briiish, but his attitude is said tci havi chaniied 
during the uprising of IS57 At that point he is sdd to have 
Htood auainsi the Briiish govemmGnrL he look pan in the 
l-ipripinj;, nind 'vvas cansctluehLly setltertoed by the British 
uo^ ernTTiciiit for life transportatiOTi to the Andaman ! stands. 

fdidl-i E{aL>i:|''was the son of Mawlana Fadl'himam 
i'k'ho was a famoos ‘alitu and had akn pruround knowledi^e 
in the 'rAtipnal sciences' he ^^"as ihe .itHlfux 

Mtifsif < chief judj^e) under the East Indin Company h is nos 
knovfti svhen he joinKi she East India Company's service, 
but when he died in iS2?, be was in the Company's senn'icc 

FAdl-i-Hlaqq completed his education mostly under 
his faiher, and sludjed the Hatiifh under Shah ' Abdui Qadir, 
the youitiier brother of Shah ' Ahdut 'Aziz. For somB time he 
WHS in the leaching profession, blit after ibe death of his 
hither he joined the Company's service and was appointed 
the SarlxhftifHtar [a post like our' present day Under 
Secretary lo the Oovernineiift] to the British Etesident at 
Dclhi.^ Fadi-i IHar^q. hy hia nature, w^s %^efy sensitive.'‘This 
is perhaps the reawn that he could not stick lo any one 
particular office for a long tinw. 0<*causc of some qr other 
personal ^evanoes with his ofttcers. he reslj^ed from the 
CotnpbFiy^ service. For some time afterwards he servod 
ditTereni princely states, such as Rampur. .Alwar, Jhajhar 
etc., bul no record seems to be available abcHJt the nature of 
his work in those states. In tS4S the East India Company 
established a new court of justicCi called Hndar tah.fif. at 
Lucknow, and asked IVfawlana FadUi-Hafqq lo preside over 
the court as s(fJffi\ MiJur, a position which he accepted. He 
remained there till Then he a^iiin went tO .^war. 

Aftenvards, in 3 857. he was accused of taking part in the 
nviivefnent B^ainst the British. 
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As vve have seen, he staned his life in the Easi India 
Codiipan/i fier-hite, and, virtually, hc finisfwd hrs life also in 
the Company's service But this sudden ehao^ in his life 
wtiicb led him to invotviemcnt in the uprising of 1857 lo life 
transportation tliereafter made his name more prominent. 
The reason of I his change (if it was naaJty a change), 
however in nui clear. Later writers generallv take this 
change as an expression of regret, as if he tvas expdmin^ for 
his early collaboi'ationBut most probablv this IS 
niisinterprctalLon of tlie faci. Tltere is no historical evidence 
Availahig to pro^Tt that ii]l Lft5b he had airy basic policy 
difterence with the Government uf the East India Company 

When he was in Luckirow in 1855, and was working 
as MitJtiix ruHftn-. a mqsque was dcnrolishcd by some Hindus 
in H^iiunian Garhi, a'plai:^ near Lucknow Mawlana Amir 
Ali, an 'ttfini of Lucknow, decianed against tbe 
Hindus of the Hanuman Carhi A./irnio was issued in 
favour of Jihiitl But itiany of ihe opposed the 

move, and Fadl-i-Hapq is reported lo bt Oire of them, ,A 
counter was issued against the^rfkK/;" 

"If the followers of Islam are In a miitonly and 
infidels are in a majoriiy. then jifunJ is fotbldden against the 
commaiHl ofthc 'nfu! niftf, that is the nilcr of ibe tinre under 
whom the Muslijns are living, be he Eqgltsli or Muslims. 
Oitc who commits this mistake, e g takes part Jihad, is a 
rebel and disobedient". 

In this the 'Ufama^ have gone as (ar as to 

regard the British also as tbeir t/hd umr i.e. equate them to 
Muslim roici^ ,At this time FadM-Haqq is seen, with iho" 

' 7 ffirmt' who were friendly to ibe East India Company 

After I his incident the MawLand id found involved in 
the uprising of 1857, about which a number of fiir-fetched 
stories have been fabricated in connection with him h^- laier 
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wnters. One story that when hie was arrested on th? 
clwije of rtbellK-n ayam^t Ih'e yovemment he was taken in 
Lucknow before un Eni^ish judae who happened lo be one 
of his acquaintances. The main char^ against the Mawlana 
^vas dial he had signed of jrJW again-sr the Pritish 

fii ihe courl the Maw^ana himself was defeiding, his cuse 
No witness coutd stand before his erossi-quesTioning and the 
case was about lo he decided in his fovour. When the 
\tax^lanj saw that he had, shaken ah the witnesses he himSeJf 
deL'Iarcri that in lact he had signed the .Sr^nvr and he was 
agaiiisl the government The judge was thrown inio a 
diJemma. because he wanted to rdeaie him, He tried to stop 
the Mftwbna. but the Mawlana went on sHjdng Th..t he was 
a^inil the government This siatemcnt Turned the tahJes' 
nnd HiialEy the Judge announced the sentence of life 
tranpcirtation to I he Andaman Islands 

Unlbnunaiely this story docs not cohere vvith other 
liisloricaJ efvidjence. This story emphasises two important 
points, one ihat th* judge waa friendly (o the Mawlana and 
he ivanied to free fum, and the other thai the Mawiana had 
signed a/'t^Kitr in favouT of jiimi in IS57 against the Griiish 
Tiicse two points unfonmiaiely do not agtee with Other 
hi$toncal evidence. The.Ar^tw Kyijihttd was ftrsi published in 
Stiihmd-Akhbiif^ Delhi, in ils issue of2&Th July. 1357. a 
phcuo-cop.v of whicll has recently been published, with ihc 
Signatures of the 'T7Lj«tLr'who had .signed it. but we do not 
find the name of the MawEansi among the signjiiorics 

For ihe other point, that is the fhendliness of the 
jLidue. ive shmJd better see ihe account of the miiitinv 
wnticn b;i' she Mawlana hiittself In his book oAiTFiriiJ-trJ' id- 
f'lnfitH'iift [The EiKlian Revolution]^ which he completed 
during his e^ilti in the .Andamsui Islands, he say.s that in 
l.utkjuiw hq had To tace in ihe qoun fl cruel Chii&tian oflicer 
wlkTi had not learnt td shoiv mercy to opprcsjied people 
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However, it is clear that the Mawlarta was not an 
active panicipani in the .inovernent, as is generally 
understood Moreover, he bad not seen Ihc (|ucs!idn of ihe 
mutiny from poNtical vienypoint The cause of the mutiny to 
h-im. its lie has given in his book, was ihe refiaious policy of 
ihc flirisiian [missionaries,] supponetl by the Ea^t India 
fompany He did not .1=0 to Delhi, panieulariy lo join the 
rebel lurccs. but. ua he says, went lo see his family which 
was thqrq. and he iliougliL ihai probably he could do 
"something good for (he people" .Ahout Kis activ’iiie.s at 
Delhi. 1VC liLi^e other evidence, in the Diiir>- of Munshi Jivan 
Lnl. the Secietarv of Bahadur Shah 7 afaT. ibe Iasi Mughal 
ruler The diary, however, clears this pxiint as. to whai the 
Mawlana had m his mind when lie ibmjght of domg 
stmicthiiig good fbr ilie people Jivsn TaE writes ihai 
VEawlana Fad|-i-Hnqq asked the king to stop %hiing, 
because ihe Mawlana tlaoughr that the Indian so-ldiers were 
unable to overcome the soldicrv of ihq East India 
Comiiany 

.AtVer (he British captured Delhi, and there was a 
state of lawless.ne.ss, Fadl-i Haqq hfi- Delhi with Ills jamit>'. 
fhs vv hereabout^ were’not known for some timf. He was 
spending hi& days in misery when he heard the general 
proclaniaiio-n of forgivenci^ fmm Queen Victoria. Ii was 
announced' that every one was forgiven esecpi those who 
!tad killed English women or children or Eitj^ish refugees, 
or those who bad formed govemment or had instigated 
the people against the British go'vernmeni.''^ Seeing hiinsdf 
free irom all these charges the Mawlana came out of his 
refuge. But, "after a few days", 'says, the Mawlana, "a 
ChrLstian officer sent ftw nw from my house, put me in 
prisoji ar^ subjected me (o tunurc, cautdng me great pain 
Then, putting me in chains, he sent me to the capital of ihc 
kingdom [Luck'now]^ which had become by then the house 
of ruin arid destruction.. He eutitistcd my case tg g crud 
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^ilUfer i'3 iM>iininitmu perionHlily. ixhu hdtl lib Syillplthy 
i^itli iliu-L' uhi,’ ’.LMiiihL.iuiititc Two aposlatea, whow-ere by 
ruiLLirc cfUiirrolscmK iind liiid icIiiiiouH with nit: 

111 Fc^arri u> j Qfjriiilic vtrse. nnfjniii.u [hat one w!u> 
iHrtfiiinds tikc C’hristiaits is a CliFislisin Limstlf, had supplied 
tntririiipl.ion rliont itio" 

ll-WC ct'CP th.iit Ihv Xtav'-laiin's tiwri aLLUu-iH ul’ 
ihei mining' did iu¥t piirtmii' hini un Aoike tljcitre in ihc 
mtncinctiL liis pai tiC4>aln’iw HI the nicivcmcnt lasicd .dtiU 
tor a when he ii]]poa'Tcd a figure The 

(inlv ihinLf that nidf tilill a "lufno" of the nHtvcmenl wai; hi? 
Iiic iraiiipoiiiitKin Uur Jioold LTr^i-i that in iliose 
da\s niAn'i h’lf ilic mmuL'iTi iind liieinll^' Liv ilians were oillicr 
shdi dttid li\ ooun maiiiial or suhicctcdio slwtctc ordial as. 
for mstance Sjilibrti hind Mjwl^zina Muhanitnad Bat^ir ^ahha i 
ii teadier in Delhi Coflciie. aiwl .Vlvlmminaif Iwid 
ier\ ^ood relations \iiih Mr Taylnr. the English Hoad 
Mrsjcf of Del hr t'oHe^c. Tliei, cJtcl ni n tato piiii m ihe 
iiprisirij^ hut both of thenii -voerc ^liut dend h-y coun martlRl 
only Ijtcause ihey had ffiited. to siiu" llie Idc of tnyjwh 
refuiitey wlio itere hidden in thuu houses. S'Tawlariii pHidl-i- 
Kat^ i^as bImi the v ictim of a -i-riiiifar luducmptit. hui ’■■n fur 
itH hi^ fiWO anitdJe i> cotuvrix’d. ho renuj’icd unLhailueif 

II 

V^'e hA'iC-alFcath' ^icen thiuL the Musltins Vi.ere arikin^ 
Sliiih Ahclul I he nhhius learninu the JTiiulisjl 

liiiitoa^e. t^high he dcohueJ IftXvfiil In ihis oltapter we slialL 
see I hose Mu slims ivho leiilijCtsI thy iiiipLiFtencc ot' the 
tihuhsli Uiijiuajc arni leami it even xxiihuut allefldmu anx 
seluiol: Tiifuddul Husuyn a fai^otis Shu 

afm Ik-xvas oontennfwjrary of Shah .■^hdul A/ji lie tud 
nor onk profoimd knoxvIed^eot .-Vabic. f'ersian, ^nd I,'run 
hut ulsu leaint Greek. Ladn and tiiL^lisJi-- J-ie is said to 
have ErunsluJed- some xxorks of Newton iriio Peisian^' 
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About Naxvuh Kiiwshain.ijd Dawlah, 'Atdul Q^dir Kampun 
says [hat lie oovid read and wrire Enj^lish Eaniju^.^'^-iind 
he compiled an Bn|;lish Dictionary.^* Maxvlaxvi Muhsmmad 
Ssnmil hfuradabadi knew Enjitish Langua^te very well He 
had been In Eryjiand and had nuirried an Enjilish Wontan. 
His neptieiv. Mawlani Wahlmjud Din tr/w-v Mawl^wi 
Munnu hfld learnt the English language from, Mrs [sma'il, 
and bad "fiitl command over ihe language".^ Amonig sucli 
persons tliere in one Luthillah whom we shall study in some 
deiail. 

As XX c see ther-e are several Indian Muslims at that 
time who learnt (he English languajiije.. hut, perhaps, 
Lutfullab IS the Erst Indian Muslim who studied the 
language throughly and wTtrtc his biouraph>' in Enslish and 
bad it publiilicd in Londpn *' 

Ltiifullah xvjLS born m 1802, in DbarartagaT, Malwa, 
in Central India. His father, sttaykh Muhammf^d Akram. 
xvh(.i xvai an 'ir/jru/arwi bad studied in Delhi, died xvhen 
Luifullali ix-as onEy four years old. The early life of LutfoUah 
xvas very rliisei' able He, however, studied Persian and 
Arabic, and was cumpelled by clrcunisiances to leave home. 
He naxdicd with a physician up to Delhi, and, in ISn, he 
returned: home One day some English troop arrived there, 
and halted for a lew days outside ibe vilLagowhcre LutfuHah 
w=as living. He visited ibe soldiers one moftnng and was very 
mucti impressed *by their excellent uniformsH iheir cannons 
in beautiful order, and dl their warlike materiels’' Every 
morning be xxeni to the camp "to see their estraondmary 
manoeuvres, exercise, and procesBauns: on pradeT Due to 
his regular visits he became friend of one of the English 
soldiers. One day he visited ihe sqldiers" camp, wbere bts 
English friend was talking with other soldim. This was The 
first time that Lutfyllah heard I lie English language spoken, 
and he felt an' irresistible define to leam it In three or four 
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dayi he UcHrnT thirty scvicn words, which he WTOte down in 
the Persian characters.^ He was left disappointed one 
montiny when he found that the English troops had 
marclicd olT 

In 15he gor a joh as a clerk in the "Honourable 
ranpanifs service".^'' But he was nor happiy wiih the- clerical 
job. ]fe wanted a job in which he cotjJd increase his 
knowledge of Rnglish lariguaye. He left the job^ and was 
Huon hired by one Lieut. C.F. Han to instruct hint in 
Hinduatani That was the work which he wanted And, as be 
nav's, since then till IS!!5 he rc^jularly held the profession of 
a Ifiitcher of the Persian. Hinduslani. .Arabic and Marathi 
l.anjiuages lo new comers (rom England.'*’ 

While Living among the Bncish people, his cherished 
desire to learn the Er^ish language increased. But he was, 
howex-er. too proud to learn the language ftom I hose whom 
he liappeneJ lo teach himself He, iKerefore, decided to 
learn the language on his own At last, in 1811, he found an 
Indian luamhi (Clerk), Abba Miyan, who laughi him the 
Engliidi alphabet, and enabled him to distinguish ilic words 
from diciionarica, and to read lEnduftani and Persian 
fluently in I he Roman character. Abba Miyan was his first 
and last teacher of English. *^ Since then till the end of 182*3'. 
as he sajT!. he nc^'crwent to bed without learning ten words 
of English by heart, and reading by himself a few pages of 
Dt fjilghrist's gr^’minatica] works with foil Attention. Thus 
after the hSird labour of eight full years he leaniC English, 
’the most difficult language in the world" 

Now we can im^ine LutfiiHsh's eminence In those 
days the knowledge of the Persian .Arabic and Hindustani 
languages was enough for a man to secure a good position 
To Lutfiullah event door was apen. because, os-er and 
Above, he knew English loo. Very often, ihen, he was hired 
by Indian nobles to teach their sons the English kmguuue 
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English people also wanted to keep him in their service He 
kept good relations with both of them He served under the 
British Polgical Agcnl in KAthijtwar, and later he was 
attached lu ilie Assistant Resident in Sindh where he took 
an important part in political Talks between the East Indta 
Cornparty and A»tir qf Sindh. F-le translated GulJsrttiib's 
Nttfural Hisioiy into Persian for the Nawab of Surat who 
was very lilendly towardA Lutftillah 

In 1^-4, his friend, the Nawab of Sural, died, and 
the East India Company deprived hi& son of the throne. The 
young Navi'ah aften failing in his efTort lo restore hisposillon 
decided to gu to Londom to repair Ills fortunes He took 
LiiifuLlah and an Englishman as his sccrciArics and sailed tbr 
l.ondon on p^th March, 1844 They srayed there rill ihe end 
of Llie ]^ieai, and came back unsuccessful In those fo'v 
inotith s Lulfutlah studied I he life gf the British people in 
llicir own ccumETy. Me wass impressed willi the courteous 
altitude of the Bniisli people, but at the same time he was 
unliappy with the estrflvaganccs in their religious and social 
life. He criticised tiiis aspect of their life "The Chri.stian(S of 
this time", he says, "in reforming themselves, have reformed 
their religion loo. They eat and drink and do.what they like 
under the acts of their Parliament, without any regard it? I he 
Old and New Testaments, vide Leviticus, Chap. XI. vers 7. 
Matthew, Chapter V. ver. 17,19".'’* He sums up ihe 
character of the English people, by saying that "they are 
cntrrclv submi^sjvc to the law and obedient to the 
commajids of their supefiors. Their sense of patriotism is 
gn:a(er than that nf any naiion irt the world. Their 
obedience, tnist, and submission to the female sex. are far 
beyond The limit of moderation In fact, the freedom granled 
lo womankind in this country is gn^t. and ibe mischief 
arising from the unreasonable toleration is, most 
deplorable" *■ 
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When LutJiJlIah the India Oftke, he emtid irof 
refrain from sjiyinj; ihjit "U is the place where ihe destiny of 
my- sweet nati've land lies in the hands of tiMcnty-foiir noen. 
called ihc E-fonounahle Directors of the rioitoiirable Hast 
Jridfa Company" At another place he described Et^Jand 
as a coirntry 'V'here Lh*.- .Hun appears l-k- lo the South, as 
‘■'■eat as the monn. and the Polat si^r nearly vertical: where 
thccoLintiy all c^^'er is Jcnilg, and the people ins'enioui. ci^il. 
and active, -where tilt' laiieuaye. fLiKioms and niaiiiiieri are 
cfittrely dlirereni I'nom oor own, where in iine, the ifegtiny of 
Our Fi^vect native ljn»d lies in ilic liand nf some iwenty fite 
yreai men" 

LtltfuHflh wrote his autohipyTapliiy in IS:S4, .aivinu 
the aL-cnuni of hi:> life liH 1841 and ])roprised to write abour 
the rest of his lift- in a second v'olumc after Iwcomin^ ihc 
"master of liis own time", st-imciliine vthicli he could hardly 
acllicvie ] ItTiitcvier, tliq |iTvscnt stoi k is one ofthc impnrtanl 
documents iur s^iudyriie the Mtislims- attitude lowariJ.s the 
l-lniiHlt 

l^LillulfiLh w its .L':\ oJ'Len considered h%- In* Muslim? 
l^rtnhtL^rs "svciik ill I he reltjiiotJi feeing due to loo much 
fcatliii" in Enelr-iEi htjoks’ and "one of I lie due 

to his attachment with the East India Company "’’J 


Now w'c simil see some cases ol' those Christian 
t'iOmen hvI-io married Indinni Muslims and w-gre received 
warmly in Muslim houses. There are not many examples 
available. .Amon^ iht however, there was one 

l&ma il Miiradabadi who married an En^lisJi 
^hoilla-n. and ^vas called .^/on/corr I.itrtcittiu (the MawJawt of 
London) Tliere is another Sin i jjentlembn. Mir Hasan ' Ah 
tif Lucknow who married ail Enalish w(^men His life is also 
still m darkness We know hmi tliroui^h Ins wife. 
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who wToie to lier friends m London pf her experiences in a 
Shi'i houie Her writings were piiblislied later in 185^ ■" 

Mir Hasan Mi was ihc st>n of a learned Shi i itlt/u 
Ntir Haji Shah, whi' was '/fc'-fnMnut:" (Itiider of prayert in 
the household of an .Awadh noble Mir Hastan AN went to 
Caleulin wik’I'C he taught Arabic Lo some British otTlCdS In 
181(1 he reached l.tjndon. tvhere he was app<iinrtcd ao 
Assistitnl to John Shakespesr. who ^vas the Professor oj" 
l-lindu.st;ini at Ihe Military Collooe, Addisconibe The Mir 
remained there for about six years Ihirinst big hIjiv ibene he . 
translated I be Oospel of Sf Maitbew. "• In London he 
married mi English jitrl wliose niaUleil dr liimiK n.inic is 
unknown ihc wai, ht>v(.evei- attached in stime cLipiw-ity to 
the boitsehtjld ol' the Princes Auetihia Id IHUnj^' After 
act(uininii the reputmion ol bemi! "an efficient teacher" Mir 
Hasan 'Ali returned to India iti I3il& wiili Ills wife. In Iiufia. 
]-la$an .AN seized the jiiW'jrmneni of the Nattab of Awadli 
and thftf EniiNsh uor-ernmenc of the Hast India f nnipimy. No 
more inlbriiimioii about Into seem? to be iit-ailable ' Tlie 
jiui horess {Mrs Mir Hnsiui .VNl does ruU speak aboiii liim 
Slie mnstK- describes the jtenerai s4]Cial iile of the Muslims 
ol'thai lime. However, there lue i efereiwes here and there in 
the book wliigli lielp u.s to tmdcfstatid tlie Miisliiiis' attitude 
tuw^|-ds llrf Brilish Her tlitlier-in-l.ji^^-. Mir Hltji Shj'Jj wns 
ShL'i tiilm Qiiyinally lie belon^tetl to the Punjab, where his 
f-uher w'us ifnJt Mir Haji w-as boro about IT-IA He w-as 
Itiv-en ihtj standard educaiion lo assume the pniee of tlie 
like bis father: but becatiiiv: nf the unsettled political 
siiuatioft durinj; the Vlarbatta iiU-,lsioil of ihf Punjab he left 
Ills hmiielaiid. After ivAiideriiiii tor sonic lime In: reached 
Lock now and settled iliere The lime i*-hen the juthnress. 
mei him he was alioiir seventy y-enrh old .About his 
roliEiiOLis lifie slie savs. "doling iimi elev-en years' consiani 
linersmirse I tan ansi-^er for his sariy diliyencc. bclisie Mie 
iliLv hiLil -di-Lwriod Ins hend w-iis bowed in acksfAiion io his 
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Maker and f^ieservier Ai alF seasons ofthe jrears, and under 
all tircumsCances, chifs duty was never ojniiicd. Prayer was 
his comfgrr: mediratLun i^nd praise his chief del^i" “ ■ 

The Shi'i people are uEneraUy ktioivn to he reserved 
ill rcEfiird (o social (.luntacr wiih non-Muslima. Bui this Shi'i 
'ifififf received his non-Muslim dau^shlfir-in^avv m wanulv 
lliai she W4>u](l not fbrj^et ii for 'htr wMe life. ""He 
embraced us botli", she remembers. "W 3 (h a warmth of 
pressure to bis ihrobbini; heart, that pronounced more than 
his vnfirds. the rtinmeni of our sccinji" Moreoxer, ihe old 
jientlemftn used lo labc part in reliyicurH conversalioii wiih 
Ikcr "It was IjLh happiest time", says she, "when, in (he i^uiet 
of niyhi. the htecr. lii? son. rjamlaicd. as I lead, the Holy 
Bible In biiTi We have Often beer (lius enijayed uni 11 cme nr 
two. and even to a later hemr in (he morninjj. Fie 
rememhered ail he heard and drew. cum[.wirisons, in his own 
mind, bLiwcen the (wrj ;iuiho-ri(ies of sacred wriiiii”— die 
Kh4>raLin CQuraiiJ and F^-ible. the one he had studies (hrotieh 
Ins Ifin^ [itf. (he inFicr. he iva^ now ctlually sali.^fied. 
coniaijied ihe xtoids at GdiL be received Liy(h die two 
wii nesses of fkfd" ’■ 

One nn^rc senlctKe. iimbably. would ^ive a clear 
picture of (hose Musiims viflio were ready to welcome the 
new si(uation Mrs Hasan .\|i remained alF ihrou^ih her lift 
a tlinsiian. in an onhodo.v ^hi'i family, and in a non. 
Christian society, but she feil( no cmbarassrneni In her 
concluding payes she reniaricii- 

"Of my lOTig sojourn n: the society of ilic 
Mijssulmauns of Hindoosjaun, I need here but remark, thai 
I was received amongsr them wi(hour prejudice, aijd 
alfowed ilie free usaye of im- European hibii$ and rdiyioos 
principles wiihoui a siryle attempt eg bias or control me: 
that bv respecHny their trifling pr^udioes as regards eatiiyg 
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and drirkuiy, then esieem and conllderce were secured to 

me- 4'^ 
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kih^ any respect for sioiks. hlis ehnTacier has been dcseiibod 
in Ihe same nay by IV^IIIill Gk'uii (r^^. A. pp 

32y}. boLh die n filers ure of later perwd. 

'Abdul Oadir R^ntpurt. who mei hJiri tus ool gjieu any sueb 
siorks. On the coutrary Ik was irtiprosiFed by him and was 
^telighred hy $oeini; a w-bo was ciitijjhlefiKlvrilh new 

1UKfwlod.gc f Abdul Oadir^ <fp- ^'rr.. p IEil). Sil^'yid 
Kaftiahi^n Hdydar Kiisayiii {op Ut. v I. p. 3.^41. a 
eonteinpocarv' historian, does Pel loU lllk kidry. ilHhiKli Ik 
seeint H bc iinli^ppy wIiIl his uuifTLi^ nilli a Cltnslinn jiiri. 
He also Slades IliaC IsinVil Yiom aj^Lii in Lundoii, nltem lus 
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I Chapter V 
Vcrhal Jihad. 

Tlie Muslim community Jit the linit of Sbih .Abdyl 
‘Aziz wui practising many of non-TsEaniii: social cuslomi 
MiiTiy d ( them. MiiZn liayrat, the bio^irapliei of Shah 
Isina'iE, says, w-erc yiven religious colour in the Muslim 
society. ITie 'L'lama' hud been complajuiitg against ihin 
tendency from time to time. But very .ncldgm had an aitm 
stood Jtj^iins! ihosc customs which he cuntidcrEd 
"innovaiions'' and started any oi^anised reform 

movement. 

Say^id .Ahmad (afterwartl known as Sa>yid Alin tad 
ShiihidJ flrni Stiah isma'i] fknown b.s isma'il Shahid) can be 
consideted the pioneers in declaring a jUmd as^insi those 
practices. Both of ihom ss^tctc disiciplcs of Shah .Abdul 
Aziz. Stiah Abdul .Aziz, himself did not lake a.ctivc part in 
ihe rdbrm movement started by his disciples, becauise by 
(hai time he had grown very old, aiid hy nature he was calm, 
Dy his temperament Ite dislihcd any clash with opponenti 
Probably, for this reasojt, he someiimes allowed the practice 
of some of those social customs which were common in 
Muslim houses, but, if scmtlriizecE, were against the spirit of 
Islamic teachings.^ He used to say that one should be 
moderate in reproachEng. and repTiirmndin^.* How iar die 
Muslim society had gone astray, we can realize from the 
foElowiny passage Ifom the ?iir/ii'VEa;jr/ irmn by Shah 
Isma'll. He says' 





Sltufi AfhJiii AlTfz Jf/- J./h- Aihnuth' 


14 


‘h is tLislomary for many ptop-lt, in iho; |iji»C of 
diffituil t, (0 invoke [he spirits of the (religious yuidc). 
apostles, /flMfjjpv, martyrs and an^ls, and fairies, and to be^ 
I hem lo lijihl iheir svishcR To pnopitiaic I hem vows and 
[liTerinijs ant- m^de in cheir niiMei. Moretwer, children ute 
named after them, for instance. ‘Abdun Nabj (slave of 
apoKlIeJ. .Ali Rakhsh (ijift of '.411 ) is wiill as Hasiin Diikhnlt. 
Husityn Dakhsh Madnr Hakhsh. Salar Bakhsti^ and also 
Ghulam Mtihijiud Din (slave of the .Reviver of Faicli) AikI 
lor the lift protCTtkm oi‘(heir ctiilJren sumc keep ni Jock of 
hair on [Jieir hcaJs^ and other make them nan- a wovien 
ihrcad around their necks and clothe them in the name of 
some saints. Softte pe^vple put chains on the ley of theii 
chiklrcn, Lind some ylFer stioriftcea. Many of [hem in'.'oke the 
siiints in the time of dillicuhy anil take oalhs in their iiamHa 
In sliurt whai the FiinJus do towards iheir idols, these 
psevido-MiisFiins do all these ilhn^ iviih prophets. sain[.s, 
itiniftr.’’. martyrs, ansjels, and fairies., and j-et they claim rhal 
they ihemsevcs are Musimarrs* 

If literature is mirror of a socieiy, ihe Jaspi-iyatrit 
Iiiiitu purtniys a picture of the Muslim society at that [imc. 
Idtindreds of ^imiovaiions" had ferund their wav into Muslim 
liDUHcs. .^hah Ismail (I7'?'?-IBJ0| SBOod to reform Muslim 
society. Me was I he nephew of Shah Abdul ' Aziz, and was 
brou^t op under hiim.^ Shah Isma'il aftei his educaiitm took 
10 Crilicnsin^ and eondemninu un-Islamic customs He had 
lo face some of the and Mif-^ntytirh who were 

Eiw-ourasinji ihe Muslim populace to ihcir un-Jslamic social 
practices. Mirrii Hayrat, (hooah often lie esaL'^craies. 
has jiivcn a full tKcouni of reform activities of Shah Isma'iL 
itnd Jhe oppoRJlioo he faced. 

II 

Tu pmpuldrLrc Igis leachinijs, Shah Isntiill vm'ile 
several books, mostly on the L'nity uf God. the revival of 
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Simniih and tlw eradication of’■inrtmr 4 tioT]s" Only a few of 
his books arc ;it the pfcsLnt available. The followmy rs a 
Survey of his books.' 

1. Aiftihm\ Some issues of /ftaanrii'H/ and Kuitint 
hai'^ been raised and discussed in this hook. 

2. hkthsti HiUfiji iii-siirth ff uhkm al-mryy'if imV 

iiiifih [A detailed and dear yuidance iii refiard lo a dead 
hodyj (Persian)i as ihe [iilc this book deals with 

rites arid riluiil fur the dead 

^ \huhnii\ii .vf/it-r i'itr .A eLilfii;y on tiw Prophet 
Muhammad {$] 

A RiSiki j.Atnbic^ This book was in fact 

I he cotnnicniiiry on the Kuhiimh'-i tawRsd [There is no 
and. h|]| Ooil; Muhammad Is ilie pruphcl of God]. The 
hook Yvas divided into iwo cliEipscis. In tlic first otw the 
author dealt with the lim'hsd finonoiheism) and shirk 
Ipulytheism), in the sccot«| cimpier Isc deiieribed Hie 
meaning of the :siiiiiK.th (tradition and hiiTah (itwovaiion). 

5 Riufhhii iiUiklKiih iwki-siiut-mzii- This 

hook IS on a theolojiical issue. Shah Iwna'il hdd that God 
tTrif/t/create a man a«ain similar to tire Ptophet Muhanumid, 
hut He would not do SO, because He Hijllself has declared 
the Prophet .-.luliarruTiEid as the last Prophci, Those 'kkims' 
whu were his opponents and were heatted by Mgivlar«a 
Padl'i IiiU|q, were of the opliiiun thjiT after the Prophei 
Muh^immad, Oo J ttu: create a m^m like him [n the 
ahovi? Inwyk Shah Jsjna'il hii.’i picsenicd his views on ihis 
is-^Uv 

d. ^I'.idA'ir tfk n^s: In this iruuii^ Shah ismn'il hus 
-cpSicd lo ijiiestions put by facH-i HriCiq on the Euhjeci of 
Jfeaiiny a new man like rise Prophet It is said timt this tract 
wiis written in one day ink hence, iiR title 
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7, iii.stiA/h li'stil-i i 'Kjh IT i-i it bt>oklet which deals 
with the iTrinciple.S of IsliUiiiii: Jurisprudecvce 

B. iiiiiifuf p Jtru-ic-i mf-i ycKtaJ^r ft u/- 

Stihfi <t»ersiAfl). TIus bogh was written to -piavt chat in 
prayer il is belter in liiC hands to (ho ears several times Tlsis 
was ccintarar\- lo the ptactitre [>filie Hanafi Indifin Muslims 
whu were in majority 

y i'amif itl'itytitipr fi ithiliuft-i laf-i VffcJf^jrr, 
(Arabic}: This book is also on the s^ame iheme of raisnn^ che 
bands up in the prayers 

\0 immiiff (Persian): In this book Shah 

Jsma'il hai described the rtieaninji of and the 

responsibilities and (lualities of an wwrw. the head of n 
^iuslim state. To him the injitflt is a vnocycrani of prophets ^ 
And ihe imtuaui means that utKtttt must possess die 
prophetic vtrLues.''' The honk is iticompIcTe Tlie aulhor was 
killed before he crmld eomplele the work. 

11 Ajjtff-r itiH.tkiifitif: Tins is a collectitsn of the 
sayinjift of Sayyid Alimad compiled jointly by Shah Isma I) 
And Mawlawi' Abdul Hayy Sliah Isma'il noted down all 
that Sayyid Ahmed said in his prcachinii'S duonu. their Slay in 
Kai Bareilly Rrotind IS20 The book contains four chapiers. 
bin all the' chapters do not contain the sayinys of SaA'yid 
Altmad. Chapter onetvluch describes the dijTeretKt between 
prophetbond attd sainthrn>d, and chapter four ^which 
e.'tplainesi the sysiem of I'ai'ffiitii'-i MitiKifrintutiiynh were 
complied, by Shah Isma'il. Cltapier two and three w¥rc 
ofiiiiiially written by Mawlawi 'Abdul Hayyj wliicK Shah 
Isma'il included in the botjk "■ Chapter two deals wiih those 
^iRntiViTiitotis" which had crept into Muslini society and 
chapter three ^ account of ditTeient suh uidets 

praclrscd in India The bi>ok was oriyiriaLly written in 
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TefSian, t?ut now it is asmtable only in IJidii, wiih ihe name 
of Shah fSTtiii'il as (he franslator '' 

12 'iiupviyiti/t! Iitiatt {Lrilu). This hook is (he first 
chapter &r the iiiiiAf fse? a,bo\'e book Nu. 4), 

rerrdcicTJ into Urdii hy the aulhor himself Several editions 
have been puhh'shed afterwards Tlie bL>pk was translated 
into English sometime about J S?2 by one Mir Hgshmat 'All. 

U .failhkt/-(t/ ffrfiwari {LirduJ. This }& the second 
chiiprer of the Ratld aU/shnifi ft w-as rendered into Urdu 
after the death of the author by tine of his friends, 
Muhammad Sulran Several cdititms of this hook are 
available. 

In none of these bcKiks, however, has thv political 
oondition of the. country been discussed The author lias 
confined himself to ihe riucstions of Monotheism, 
Prophethood, Innovations and some gthcr relij’ious and 
tlieolgtsica! issues like ntf-i '>• and intiiiuf'^i mi:tr 

etc Oilly in ihe Mtf.'ifiiifitu, ive do find four and R half 
paints ou( of 37& pajjes on the .explanaiicm of In 

these few pages rhe author had said that phtuf was one of 
ihe Divine gifts to human beings. Qn? who took pan in 
jihiKl, he said, would be n^arded by God. und those 
ayainsi whom xhijifunl was declared ^vere benefited by the 
mercy of God: they.not been killed their sinful life 

would hav^ been prolonged. About fndia there is only one 
reference in the book There, the author compared (lie Lndia 
of I233y[isi7j "when most part of Hindustan bad become 
l-kn'tii Hwh" with the India of eenturi-ci^ aitOn when the 
Muslims were following tire Shii)' and, there was, 
iherefore, prosperitv everv'^vhere in India. 

HI 

Sayyid Ahmad (1796-13:30) was born at Rai Bareilly 
in Awiidh.'■ According lo cusioin he was given his firsi 
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lesson ill ihe of four or ti^L-e. tuc soon hijj Ti^arions came 
lo liTOW lhat Savyid Ahmad taus not inrerested all in 
reudlini! and 'ATitiHji Secijiu his distaste toward? schoolijiii 
he ‘was noi forced io 341 lo school, and most of hb tinie he 
spent in fthvsical e.\crcises .-^i the age of about seventeen 
he went lo Lucknow with soiw 01 her relations in search of 
a fob \o[ being happy wnh the social life of Lucknosv. 
Sayyid Ahmad deciik-Ll [o' go 10 Delhi About I 2 I&.']B 03 he 
reached Pclhi and pfC^CUlcd IVirKClf treforE Shah .-^lidul 
Auz. Sliair .Ahdul 'A/iz shmiI him to hls VOLIflger brntiler 
Shah Abdul OaJii' -Sayyid Alitfiiid made his Atiy'nf} (soli 
allegiance) 10 Shah Alntlnl A/rf. Along with the s.piriiual 
discipline he staned 10 }itud\ ihe Qnjr'an and the Kadiih 
under Shnh ' ALdtil O^^dii and Shah ' Abdul 'Az.\z.. During liih 
s.tay there Sayyid Ahiniui aerfuired I he necessary knoiiv[edLe 
of religiosj? scierbces, but lie could noi cumplete rhe standaid 
ediicntitjn.' 11 c rctljmcd lO his home abotiL ISOSi. .After \vyo 
venirn he wen! again to Delhi, and from ihcnr hc procfs.'ded 
on to Malwifi fie fbund a job there in the iiimv of .Amii 
Khan of Sfithva 

The journey of Say>'id Ahmad to Malwa has become 
tery imiionani lo laier writers. They interpret it in different 
ways. ' Libaydultah Sindhi, for CMfimple, says that Shah 
' Abdul 'Ap.iz wanted to liberate I he country from the Bntish 
He., therefnre, tjent Sa's'yjJ AJinwul in Ibc army tif Amir Khan 
to acquire inilitar\‘ training so tbal a war could be opened 
against the Ca^t firrnd rompaiw Gbulam Rftfiul Mihr, on 
tlie other hand. Hiinks ihar Sasyid Ahmad was noi deptued 
by Shall Abdwl -Azi? Kc ttent 1 here, Mihr saysL by ^divine 
inspiration" -- .Abtliil ILisan .AI 1 Nadtvi and Mirza IlayTat 
Dililiiw i say ilmi Stiyt'id \hmad did noi w-ant publicity as a 
Spirit LI al Icinder, Hnd. tiler efoio. svt^nE Eti a rcmolf place so 
that be could ci^iKenirtitc u|>on hi? spri liuat lesson.-^ 


However, for this idea of conccalini; himself ihcrc is 
iio Apparent os-idenoc. Ai that time Sayyid .Ahmad was not 
in the limeliglit. and for him al that stage there was m need 
lo nun away from the people 

Sindbi also has not given any historical evidence to 
SLippoH his statement that Sayyid Ahmad was dtfpuicd by 
Shah .Abdul 'Aziz. The onLy ground on ‘wlttch Sindhi btiitcLs 
up tbv stoty is that when Amir Khan entered into a trcaly 
wiih I he British in I SI 7. Sayvid Ahmad was presenterl as 
objecting to ii and asking the Nawab ■not lo sign ibc treaty 
After failing in his effort he left the army and wrote to Shah 
'Atrdul '.Aziz lhai he ■was going back to Delhi, bnetatisc I he 
Nawab had come to an agreement ^th the Briiiah^'' 
Bir'sides llns, Sindhi has nolhing to prove hi? iheor>- except 
his pen and his imagination. 

Mihr builds his story un the gKmiid that persons like 
Sayyid .Ahmad do n*t run after brcud Sayyid Ahmiid. 
therefore, would have noi gone Malwa ibi hvelihood 
had he no! been asked by Ood IO do SOI oiberwise to earn 
his daily bread be could have gone lo Lucknow which was 
very close to his borncknd To prove the idea of "divine 
inspiralion", Mibr quotes the author of the -■ 

According to the Sayyid .Ahmad wa.? reponed to 

have said while he was in the army of Amir Khan lhai Ik 
had -ncecivcd inspiration in FLai flrcilly to go so Malwa. to 
Amir Kiiarv. We can noi say how- far this story is genuine 
However, this siaiemiiflt of inspiration is not found in the 
coLlecliun uf his sayings, ihc StniM misiftifuu. The abovn 
mentioned statement was given after his death, and was said 
lo have been made whqji Sayyid Ahmad was in the army of 
Amir Khan. Sirnt-i nfMieaptft was corrvplied after he hiid left 
ihc army for good and was on the tour to reform the 
Muslim society^ If be was really inspired by God to join the 
army for the purpose of Jikiitf, and he did noi s*e any harm 
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in difitlLissnii ihii [Ci (h? pcfiplc.. [hen he should have told 
sufh iin qiiiiHinani inspiiLiiiciin iii leasi to bis close fricndp like 
Shah Sumall andi Ahdul Hay>'; but afiparently he 

did not do so. 

Hoi^wer. the writers, with all their dirtereKeSn seem 
ID be united on one point ihal Say^id Ahmad did no! ^Din 
the amiv like an ordinary man They apparently reject the 
idea Eiiut Sayyid Ahmad served in the army because he was 
a mao and had ihc leiponjibihiy to look after his family 
This denial is somehow ihc result of the tendency that 
uenernlly tbllowers do not like to see their retip>OLis piide 
induljiini; in whiW tliey call mundaoce ntFaifs. Usualty people 
like to see a halo round the head of their Rpiriiual hero njthi 
from his childhood. The same is ihe case with .‘sayyid 
Ahmnd, but otherwise, if we consider him as n onan who 
feels htiniicr and tliirst, and who had a family lo support, 
then there is HO problem why Sayyid Alimad ioined the 
army. TIiLS Is the moiiL practical and simple answer and it 
had been overlooked by many of his followers 

Sayytd AhmJid, as we kavw. was not an and. 
iheTctbre. he did not have a chaute to find a job somewhere 
as a fnuffi or or an a testcher in a schooi For him ihcre 
was only one respectable profession open, and thai was 
service in army It WHS possible for him tn iuin the army of 
the Eas! India Company, Jusl as Mawlana ’.^bdul Havy or 
Mawlana Fadl-i Ifaqq bad Herved ihe Company But if wc 
remember tire attitude of Shah Abdul .\Z\1 towards I he 
service undef the non-Muslims, tve would say that Sayyid 
Ahmad slmuld not actqit any post m the army of the East 
India Cumpatiy Shah Abdul 'A^b: hjid said lhai services 
Linder non-Mtialims, m which n subordinaie was.asked to 
de.stroy any Muslim stale, were fnrbidden M was a well- 
kntJwn fact tisai the British afiiw was lakin^ over the Indian 
slates rtiaiii-dless of whether they were Muslims or nnn- 
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Muslims. Had Sayyid Ahmad joined the army of ihe East 
India Company he would have had ny excuse to refuse the 
[•rdei to aitacit aivy Muslim slate. Amir Khan at thal time 
vas not under phligaiion to the Eriiish. ll was, therefore, 
easy for Sayyid .Ahmad tg join his army, but afterwards, 
probably.'for the same reason, when' ,Amir Khan loowed 
down lo the British supremacy, Sayyid Ahmad resigned bin 
post from'the arim' of .Amir Khan and weni back ig Delhi, 

.A! this siaye. there is only one point left un- 
ptplaincd. why did Sayyid ^AJimad join the aTitt)' of .Ami r 
Khan, and not the army of the Kawab of Lucknow, who 
WHS-also a Muslim'l Tg answer'this queslian we have lo 
study the condition gf Lucknow, Lucknow was under a Shi'i 
Nawab. .At ihai time, as tbc writeiSi say, 1t was not tasy lor a 
sensitive Sunni (o find a good place there.^ .Amir Khan wajj 
a Sunni. But whai kind of rdaiiori did Amir Khan have wiih 
Shah ',Abdul Aziz we ^tiil do not know \Ve only can say 
on the basis of available records that Amir Khan was under 
the influence of Shah Gbulum AN who had close relation 
with Shah Abdul 'A^i. 

Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan reports thul Amir Khan 
once bcfgjied Shah Ghulam 'AN ta accept hia donation if 
meet'the espenses of tnonasierj' fkh^isfahi Since it wsa 
against the nature gf Shah Qhvulam ' .Ali to accept presems 
from the bij: people, be reftistd tlie otfier and. replied to him. 

"We do not sell the honoitr of resisniCon n'nd 
contericment Say lo .Amir Khan that susienance is 
prescribed by God* 

So it wtis possible ihai through this relation Sayyid 
Ahmad might have been known to Amir Khan, and 
iherefore. he went (O' hirn. Further, the elder brother of 
Sayyid Ahmad, Sayyid Ibrahim (d. ISO^). was also in the 
army of Amir Khaii as the leader of prayers (ftfiamj. This 


•Vjir/? Al'ifi;! .\ztz: iiii- K2 

aFsd iiii^h( bn one of the reaiOiLs Jn join the army of .■\jriir 
KliJin. 

Ho^ye^ier. mLj^-hr be the rcawn. Sayyid 

Ahm^tl joined the atiriy of Amir Eihan ftrotind IR30 and 
Hcnt to Delhi iitout IS 17. 

IV 

When Sayyid Ahmad returned (o Delhi, Shah Abdul 
•Aiiz put him ill the Kamc old Akharabridi moS[|ue whtre 
Sayyid Ahmad Jived betbre. Very soon piiupk gathered 
aroLinJ him and began to become bi^ Sa.yyid 

Aliiiiad stayed in Delhi ahout r>vo years In 181 he 
emburkod upon ffhmf ai^ainsc social evris and religions 
imiovstionji. Many relaiions of Shah ' Abdut 'Aziz and other 
prominent people from diffcn^i; aufi oioefs like Shah Ahu 
Sa'id. die tilfit/lfah of Shah Ghi.jhm 'Ah from [he 
order, accompnied him His fame was travelling 
before him, and wherever be reached people began (o 
become his tiinrki, and promise lO yive up all urt-Islamic 
riles and riiuals. 

Sayyid Ahmad was authorized by Shah Abdul Aaiu 
to practise and receive hay’ah ^allegiance} from the people 
in any of the four soli orders, the Chtshik the (kHifti. the 
hfatfshhciitiK and ihe MitJtvMifi. Sayyid Ahrnad, ttwrefore. 
used lu itfwive AavWr from ibe people first in. any of these 
orders and then asked them to enter into ihe order which fie 
himself iniroduced, the ihruftih'^t hinlKittinu.Hliy-ah This 
i'ariqah was not. however, an old established order. This 
was Sayyid .Ahmad's owm invention. Once one of his 
disciples^ Hakim 'Ala'ullah Khan of Rampur, asked him why 
he used to take hiy'itii first in all four establi^ed orders 
and then in the /iim/iiftW K^ntumjnuMiiyah. If the other 
orders, he gsked. were mor« important than the larUftfh 
then what was the use of receiving the huy’ah again in the 




JiirUfiih Sayyid Aiutiad replied ihai tht established orders 
like QLKiiri ^ind others were somehow based on the spiritual 
teachii^. The relation betwiecn ihosc orders and the 
Prophet was hidden (htiiitii). But the relation between the 
Ji^raph and the Prophet was open Hoivever, the 

Mnhoinnmifyah. in fact ivbs not new order. 
Sayyid Ahmad is reported as saying that since the mystical 
way uf leaching Jiad gjieiit esteem in I he eyes of the people, 
to attract them Sayyid Ahmsd named his way of Levelling 
the 'hwitph' -i Mtifkttmufiiil'ifft 

In the Tiirkph the emphn^ia was more and iiiH>re on 
personal hthavior. Esplaitung the fitrkpfi. Sayyid .Ahmad 
once said. 

"The Turitph'-f MifftirnttnafiutH is a way of tife in 
wliidi evcryf action of man must be (o plea.He Gisd, [For 
example] marnage should be performed to save himself 
from adtiliery and indulgence. busirKss and service should 
be done to enrn lawful fortune. Cn the night man should 
repose with (he intcrttiDn to relax his body for (he prayer 
befbre dawn ffahiyjtni} and of early morning Food 

should be taken to sircngihcn the body to perform (he 
prayers. fiisiinE and Httif, and if necessary, the JiftaJ In 
short the puipose of every action like walking, sitting, 
standing sleeping rising, calling and drinking should be to 
pleiise Cod 

In his pneAChirVii? TO the people Sayyid Ahmad 
concenriaied on eradicating all those innovations which 
wtiTe embedded in the Muslim society. SIndhi considers that 
iJiis taut ol' Sayyid .Ahmad was arranged by Shah Abdul 
A 7 iz who a:>kcd him lo go and take hijy'tjh ofJfhaJ on his 
behalf iigiUiisi the flriri^.^- But I he available nuteriala 
regai'dirtu this tour do not agree with this stalement.^^ The 
only subject we find him preaching in every place is- lo ask 
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Ihe people lo came back to [Jic teachinirs tif (slam and co 
yivc up "mnuvations" 

OccasjotialJy, however, wt J-lnd s({jfies attribu[e<t to 
him relatmis to hif ftctivities For example, once in 

Lucknow, according lo one story, S-^iyyid Ahmad a 
pistol CO one of his foMow'ers and said "keep arms wtth the 
intention ofJilKid in the way of Ood, and caj fuify, if God 
will please, tve will do /ihciiJ a,aainHi the Dn physical 

exercises, because. mysiiciFm is noi better than this" 
Accord ioif to another story one of his disciples. SJiaykh 
Oltulam AN of Allahabad used to present him wirh arms 
One day,Savyid .Ahmfid said that hg should not bring arms, 
because he (Sayyitl Ahmad) was goiny on Ha/, and (here 
^vas no need p[’ arms. Shaykh Gtiulam ALi replied thai he 
did not know whether Sayyid AJim^d would declareyr/m/ in 
(his CDuniry or somewhere else. Moreover, Shaykh Chufam 
All was not sure of his owm life and iherefgire wanted (o 
give anns to Sayyid .Ahmad, it was (hen for him (o store 
them wherever he liked.” Another sioiy says ihai when 
J5Hay>id Ahmad reached Mecca in iS2l with hundreds of his 
follow-ers he took tEw fKiy'nh of p/HitJ a| the place called 
HLidayhiyHih,'f' where (he Prophet had taken hay/ih from hi:^ 
companions. 

All these stories and the statements attributed to him 
ha ve been collected from thg books cumplied by I he order 
of the htawab of Tonk ’’ There is no other means available 
to tsaminc (he autheutieity of such stories except to 
compsne them with the writings of ifie leaders of (he 
movemcTK. iVone of the books, like /Umi-i nFw.crfw//w. 
7ih/n7)Vrfi'rf JfiHtii ar A-iiHHnih-f /miftk/l agree with (he spilt 
of these stories. 

However, if we carefully examine the above 
mejllianed stories in which ihe idea of jHuk/ has been 
mentioned we would classiiy' them in three categories. 


I. ibPHc. is which Sayyitl Ahiiuid asked some of hLs 
disciples to be ready for /rfttuf. 

2- Those in which sottve of his followers orterea him 
arms far iiftoP. but he was not sure whether or not Sayyid 
Ahmad would atan ajifjeuf. 

3. Those itt which during the Haju at Hudaybiyuh he 
took the hay'cih 

The httyah at Hudaybtyah might be considered ol as 
ati observance of a .Knrwjijft of the Prophet The narrators 
only say that there x'^as a /jcji-W i ofjihaif at Hudaybiah, but 
they do not explam whether there xvas an>' panicular 
rel^orice to anv^ detads. .As for other stories, we can only 
say that Sayyid FAhmad did not say, ev'en in these stories, 
that he was eoitig to launch ayrW 

Moreover, in the case of Sayyid Ahmad must 
remember xvhat Shah Abdul Aziz had sasd about fM. 
.According to turn tbc besi /f/inif xvas the verbal so 

invite the people lowards Islam. And during ihc tife cinie of 
Shall 'Abdul ';Azlz wc find Sayyid Ahtnad and Shah I.FmA'il; 
following his way -and undertaking verbalJU kiJ against nil 
un-lslamic practices. For example, Muslims ai that tinte 
were against the marriage nf a xvidiow. Sayyid .Ahmad 
criticised the Custom and Lnsisted thai the Muslims should 
be rid of this social evil He himself married a widow In 
order to eivcpura^e other people, Shah isma LI had bis old 
widow sister matTicd, Likewise (he Muslim bad stopped 
going on Hirif. because ihey considered tbc xtiyage unsrde. 
Many of (he 'Ufatntf had issued /o/no that in those 
circuiiistances ibe Hajf was not obliga'ory Shah Islail and 
Mawlana ' .Abdul Hayy issued a /tif'ifl that "unsafe vayage' 
was a tame exteuse-. The ptiwit was sent to Shah .Abdul 
Aziz, and he ratified whatever Shah l&ma'il and Mawlana 
'.Abdul Hac-y had said To provide an example. Sayyid 
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Al>mad ftruioi^nccd pnjblidy ihai he was goin^ yiii Hiiif. 
Hu(Mjf£ds of Muslinu accomparued hint and reaJb^ that thu 
vay-ftge was rtpi unsafe. 

Ffy-wii^iH- ii is flIsQ a hLslt>iii:al fact thw Sayyid 
.^hlTl^^d and 5hih Iwna'fl did advocate oven jihad But thjg 
happened after ilio death of Shah 'AMul ’Aziz . He died in 

ihe same year Sayyid Ahmad and Shih Isma'il 
returned Irom Mecca after pertprmina the/*y/. Theyslayod 
io Delhi for two jnsars^ and in [326 they went tc the North- 
H'esl Fronlierfor "jiik.Kr 

Tlie reason of this 7^^^' against wliom they 
attLially fbuglK remains out side ihe scope of uur piescni 
sluily 1.1 this study we ^vcrc wnceioed with Shah 'AhJiil 
Xz.iz. Ins period nnd with the [fucution as to whether he 
had or had not dedsiicd or preached war against the British 
Wo jjave aLNo seen that how far (hi* MusFijns of his lime 
responded to him. Thr |«tw careft- of Sayyid Ahmad as the 
leader of "//iutd" iieas 4.n>nditioned by new and chan^inu 
f?ictors and, therefore, it should be studied m the ligM of 
those factors. 
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Notes ^ Rcleirnces 

' For csaiiipJc. ilwfirfliThirj'(jurisis) chill afler ctwbirth tjfa 
i^hild II is rvamiincirdctl la jtaerince a goac «r iticcp far a ^girl, 
and iTiP iji oi#; laf a bm'. Thcrutia stujiild be divnM \ n (lir« 
p:iiK [jFie sliiiuld be uiiL'ik !()■ poor people, and Lit Bocoiid io 
I Ik fet iitinji-; rh; diiid p.nn slMdd bccalcn ai home Ttiis is 
<11 Hir'd 'wiiipik TIk liidtiiii Mitsllab. mili; a rsLrKtioii on dk; 
luncnn, iiicmm ciiliiie (Jic inciM i>f [he ncjtfjnir. Tbii 
w’flliirUon; eenld nnt jjo ixick la ihc FnopticL er io ibe 
™<n|iJi>ii0i«6. Shall .-^hdiil A/.v nas :bked abeui itiLs 
reslricliain cp I'.liieh lie jeplic<t (Il-jl ikre was re tunb if 
piirtncs Folkwcd the ch^evifi imhI did tim cfH IIijI mem 
hjrsKin. p. N. Urdu, p J^J| 

j| 'r.ii^/Airiiir PcfHaiLp. fJrJui. p l|7 

.1. .l/iT^A-jr and S{ih/i‘ Jire Ilu: Iiaiiin of irto !rldL^^n ^ai1lls. wIksc 
liisuwitil bnckgnauiid art m d-irkiKis. iFnr ftirllicr 
infonnimen see. Murray T Tilitk hudrirt Ovftiftt 

I'JSn. Pif nil. i ts. 

1 Shall Isnra'iL. Tiapv/yifiaf funjf). Lubore JV.lii. p. |j: EngJiili 
iraibtaiian b.h Mir Haslruiai .Ali. .Sir/yi|.j^ f,f /.-j.jfi l.iiliMc. 
rOpFiiil. iL d . pp l.f 

hLijj^^iAiilli fT:/'lyUfti/rjf rj//.vrjnuir Ull/IK. IViJ. i. n' p. 

a. also .Sflfi|-ft'r f-'tnyt fJ^Wura, l.ll/ac. I’Uil. p. 

nil b. an. Ji'Ir/rrh-jihiviJij sctiiis ki:isE:iltc]i liber It s:ii% ilui 
Miiliaiikinud ]sin:i'tl iias die ntplieii of i^inyid Alnnad 

‘ HajToi Dildaiw. layy/hidt. Lnfhjrc. n d . pp ftl-Sjl. 

T. TIk present w mcr Ims been able te si;e Onli liksi fnir bexifc^ -af 
iliis iisl TIk ialroducEwi (br the nest lus burMi tu krnniL,jd fmin 
[lairni DihL'iiti,/rp jrr. 

t4 SIkih Jsnm'M. .'ifpwcit)-/ t\iiruifcti Persian. Deltu, nd . p i. 

'Jnlu ir.iiwinlian K ... Hliiohi Alntii. Lnliore. 

L'rJV rJ I 

Ibid.I^rr'iraii. p 5^. "rdn i> t.a 

IO See Itlon. pjs Iw'a 


SSjitfi As/z. H/s Lift; AtttJ Ttmf 




1 ] ^iKih Isnia'il. S/rj^-i Muxta/fm. LiiJiorc. ii.d.. p, lo. 

12. Acicidfili]!^ lo KiiiiKrr llic bDoh \i.35 LniiksJii^cd inici Urdu by 4 mii: 

Abdiil Jnhbgir Kn^iip^ifl it Huitjcr, 

CitlcitUiL rcprinl. p. 5S. fn. 1: Uinlui 

iranElaliQin bh 5ndig Hussvil XliLwJtuan. 

[-■limn:, [ij-ji p riL I 

1^. Sk nSKJMC. p. 

14. So3 uhoHC. pp. fhS. (1^ 

1^ SJiijh liina'il.-Si-mi'-//jWf.vdurjnut. pp 2211-225. 

IP. Ibul. p 22J. 

17. liii'v Hi/relj THli ■!! aIXMJi: IKI hLll(!^ fflSI pf Lucllll^-i^' 

TIh.tc ii iiiHHhcT cily knEdi-ii as Hirt ft (Bareidy] cr fliwirt 

}i(ii\.-!i vili;^-li jibtnil J huuijlc'Kt iL'iilcS vitSL LLi^kii(Ki\ 

Sayyid .Aliimid is ycncmlly sal led "SLiyy id .Ahriad fll^JVlVr^lv5 
iIujii^i III; di>^s »iu[ iif-pu'i Bar-cli ■oJicn |p£ppk iiii.i; 
BarrJi ^vith Rii'e Bareli. Ikniin lUtniv-J Liiliore, nd. 

|) . 52) ^l.yi !i:a iiiisijikiMi II uJiPiL bi; mi id ihni ktiiHbijii 
.Ahiiud Riuhi' Kluiii Vi IIS bprr m LIh: sjiuk ctLy h^1lic1l ^vis tbe 
bittli pliiup (if' .Siiyyid Ahutid. Bia lIi<! i4 fbit AlLimad 
Rada' Kliaii i\:is born in fii/iv{>. iKk in Rii'e Buj^li. Icf 
Kiilipinn All. 7iiithi./r{fit 'i'SwtfcA fhuci LllJd4.lLm^. Ik'M. pp 
l>l!t: LTrdu IransUiLiwi. p. '>11^ 

]K. .Abu I Hiisjn AM Nudwi. Aj/w .■vri'iTii^ .l^wivm^ Air.tfitif. 
Lii^kii^^. ]';41l. |7 7th 

UJ. Kistornm dintr on Hie queslmn trf tbi'i ns lb ^ilwii ii»ld 
.AhniLid reachi^d Dellii. GLmlaiii Rikuil Milir y-'^ti-y/A 

Lidbtii^. IU52. p. fA| has -discussed iliis pmiaL. 
.Accoirdiiig Lo him Siiyyid .AMniad icadiLid Dcllii in l-ltcht nr 
mu 

211 Mlldvt.1 iT . p. kJ 

21 l-'beisdillLlIl Ellldlll. -Vi'irr/j t\ nftulSnl/ UI^J' ifirAi .^.liirj^i 

l-iiioiy. 2imed.. I'J'J4. p 42 

22. ^ I i Ur. I If' I .'t. F 'U i 

2 ’ ILiynil Dihlahvi. np. c jj p. ^^^|: ^iild^u. <-^h. tfl . p. Hii 


Huyuit DlhllUM. t/p. eil . imtl Ja'Hir ■t:iljaiiL:i;HI. i'l/ii.-jr/ifW.i 
Ip.'jirA i/ji'jhTMiJUF .^rjiTJili'l^l . J^ir.'irlr.fl. DdUl. I iriVi'EH^l. Kiv 
il-i:i[ Sat) id Alnniid played a rcic in Hus IrcMy IvniiiCn Aintr 
K Mil It :iiHl HiC tun ish. and Hial tic pDfstiiidcd .Amir Klnm Ish 
sijyi ilie irealy DnI mjaMnlyivs bpili (if lit; tv-riieis arc 
disrsKanlvd. I'bcn SLiLcnicliis aK considcr'cd "Ihi; blur 
mritess :iS SOItlCl-vIlUl ^I'isL'al ill tiviiiir (if ||i|,- tJillcdl Of 
eonree' Ibiynti imJ Ja'far have nen ^lhicil any prwf for (bvir 
Mjicciiietii:. Bill lIk posilion of later hnilcrs i*J yi’iay nd be 
verv strong. All bfHiciii -f|icisic ilicalxvic part of the letter bf 
Sayyhd Ahnind ib SI 111 I 1 Abdtil Aurf. ihKl $av iluit Ins 
depanurc I'rbih HM Uniiy means be tvias nnl 111 fatxHir of IIk 
I r-viiiy 'iVy al» qitoie a ElnLeniciM by sbine 'UlliiTr pcthans 
(vlia liad conipilud tin: bLthpfdlJhy of Sinyid Ahmad In which 
MKy say Ihiat Say vied Ahmad wtis nFitifid Hie lii;.n|y. In llacE 
LKnii itie sLilcnieiiLs are kursa? ^l> laKir wriKis "nic the full 
tc\L tfT^y'y id AlimatTs al levied Jctlcr Id ShaJf Aftdnl A/i/. 
Tins pan dFlI'k: Idler is f(ji,ind in iJt'dLi. and i^ceire nol sitt'e 
v.|irtliey H V 11 IS bci^LLULHy wnLlcii in Urdu, nr m dk fki’sinn 
aikd inuisliiied aElenvTrrds b( seme nnc. Sayyid Ahmad, as we 
knbw. usually (rtpressed hiinsctf iiilti P:;rsian. The fi^HeeLinn 
Ilf hts savings. SinU-i init.fidtfjM, ins in Ekrsiaii.Hii bllBr 
IctlEES alSb wCK vuLiien in LIb Persian. Orw may. thtrefire. 
liesitaiGla acuepi inili tins (imiishued and iiieDiiipIctc) Idler 

ns il Vild piLHjI' 

.Al'ler Hie dcalh Say y id Alnniid. Nanab Wa/inj«W;wriil» pf 
Ibid (IKiiT-iKfjT) called ftir Iht reliliKCS and fnerds of llic 
Sin lid and asked lliein it) wrLic dawn therr inimnMtri alxiLiL 
Sayyid Alimad. The p«ipk leaaJ ID sil in b iiiDstnw ami 
narrale every incidciil tiliich they OMilii ninncmtiej. TIk 
ibscrihere wei-e psovtded by Hie Naivab id nolc ilmiii cvEiy 
lumlirffih lit ebt trvnd.s of namilbr iT sonn; vac Iwd any 
(ilijeciion. he could giic hi.E ttpiiiibii alsti. In iliis tviiy inaiiy ef 
llie nKiiwnts wure ccmipjlcii. nLid the Jr4.yra''f' v as ymi; uf ilicni 
n.B fljsi v-eluinc rvas ilarn;^ 111 1274.''18.57. jmd was 
•ubaipleied HI Bl 7 dJ(|!t 5 'A. tef. Mills, = '( , pp l^-Lfih 

NowiKlajs Iliis liieiiaiiire is geiijenilly •e-oimdvrcd by ihc WTiicrs 
as ilB iiiQsi iiiLilieinic «xiree iiiKisfinJ. 10 Hic Sayvid bccaiiss il 
is bcliL'vud U was cennpied by Llhc eye“i(viHiCSSCy oT llie 
iiHwyiiitni. Hi.7n-cycr. oiic sIhkiW txj Lamions thf accepting all 
I.he StlHcinerls nairaled by iJlCIK 'cyic-wilncsscs". .t7irAj'rerji/-r 


AfuJtii Az!z: tfli lAfi- Ami S itrn 
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for CTiannpfc. is oiw trf ihosc books. The iiiithot. 
NindwL [fip. eii-. p. S> a«. ii'ius Lho Sa^vid AhuKui. 

and (UK of Ibc ''mic-wtnRSSes' Ancordiivy, lo lniin vliCii 
Sik^yid Aliiiud rClurived to Dcllii firan tfifi apntv of Amir 
khmi. Shiili' Abdul Qndir ai^CSKd lo Mawlann ' Abdnl 
ihiii lie skiuM llbo mwiti of ^ivvid Almrad. Isoi 

Tlijncsii'i. t'JHV.. pp. HHT: Niidwi. op n!..p ^ril 

Bill lIk fact IS Ihiiil SI':i1l .Abdiil Qsidir lad ?lft!;bd> died before 
Siii-vid Alim;Kl leaclied l>elhi Mild I op cil- P- Ilf'- f'. -I 
i1 hL.i 5 j slip of (he pen. Ho 111 inks Him tlie 9lEt^:sno^l 
came fToiii Sluh 'Abdul Bnu ibis H'lvit MUit ttiuiks. 

oiliersoiso llic ni'iiuiji of Sbiili .'UxJiil A(ii/. me sitcnl on lluS 
ibxiL (i:ec also bclou I'n, £K1 

2<\ er. H:i}ral pdilawi. f.rr. pp 4K: If: also. Glniliiin liAsul 
MtliP. 'Teniln.'iin !snlr ka inisjLMklid". in pi‘> i\rifi//i. 

Ilfif/.iArn'l. tendi. Do'^.'l ni. ikm-, p J"-. 

17 fill Sad id AlinirkI khan. Tadlikinli iilli'i Dililj pp l’-l■l■ 

is ll IS iteiicralte said Ihid Ills eoinine lo fTolbi. Mao-laiu 
Abdul 311 J ^^Im!i Isnm'i! Twili^sna Sa^^ul .Ahmaifi! 

spirilinl status eirtenKi ini# his Jjtiv'fr/i. fLf 'NiitliM. of itf- p. 
leJl. Bnl ne InAc lo iliiiiJ; oeor this Am '-nri .Al llail imiL- 
poopk nitialli pnelorr#!! 10 become firnnie iii lui Airli a;^‘e 
Shiilt Isma'il at iliai iLinc mis nbom old MmtlaiLi 

AMiil Havi Viiks a iillle n^d^r llkan ilie Uitlor ll luiiilJ ^eiMii 
Ssvttieboa stniuito if bi ilt-iL 1ifnc llu;?i; ('I'O- meii had 
eiiicTsid inirtilijc olCfen Steili .Abdul ll ■'CenL' 

pisihahle iba1 IIkk Iwo nkii liad olre:>dij Tieeu in the Jirn .-iJ- ivl 
iihali '.Abdid 'fwX/.. and iilieu ;iiii>id Alnnad ciUEin tu Oeihi 
;iod sianod rcrorini nmeinciil. the? iilso|tntied kiin. mhidi ik 
IKDple jElijraards iiilerpreicd os boKHiiimi Ini wiwncii in Ihe 
Leeliineal sotiss. .tf.j^/uerjrkl^f.-j was eomptled dunnsf; Hil- 
sainc pcnoil. t?iil Llicre is ii# tcfenHioc abusH llus a!lie[!i:,ix i 
Tins siort- of bcins .'wifrJJ has bwu to3d k’ the ptoplL- iiiio 
eoinpiLod'llio life of Saiybii Alintad aUcr Ins Oeaih. itnder Wk 
EiEiKHLisioiii or MitwiiK ofTonk. ifc. iiboce fn Ja.far 
I'baiKKin (.VofTijifiJi Ihfjufjryr. p. 21) devs nm ai> llial Hu-’se 
iM# person cniorcd into 1lic Ajri Vi/f. AecorJntj! lo liini lhe> 
Iciinit I mill SaiTtd Miinad huo I# pra^st io Cod wnli full 
oneinion oriifJir 
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i'J. Thajtcsjti. .S'.'j'.,fa;i7r l^.'i(V:ii/i ji Jo 

.*11. Ibid p 'll 

.11 llnd. p.2ir. 

Sijldlu. fr'^j/.ifZ/rtiti .;riiV‘ WfAi .vrmvj p.-Ji'.. 

a’ f'cirii fifl acecninl ofilat lonr, wc ^adwi. , pp. ol-2oth 

•■■I . .!7iffjiji7i'erj/j In Will IIS .l/fiTi^irrfiiV Its {{iiioted hi 

Nadm. ^^f.rf^.. p. Ififi 

ri rPfH'i'. ns quoted b> N*|vii. (i/i.eiJ.. p. IVJ 

JSMziitt-/ .IftMKK/t. Las qiHHcd k NatfiM. pp cat., p. 

n? Secokvi fn. ]s 

'S .■VePordiFig (a V;L!ifiniiJi!i| Indian MusJjtiL-i ihp "jihad'' #as 

purclh iijipiiiiti die Bfiiisli lo free ilip eountri Aeoofdiii^ to 
I Item niinnh diplomaet iiir^iitatcd Ilie Siklh annj nyuinsi 
Isaytid Almimt. iiikE |Ii;iI is nhv lio lind lo (i^ki ii^i.ili ihejti rd' 
'i.lNlimnniad Mivan "Islami liiiTniin Jai aJajnl,>nrd;rr" m nl- 
tSSt^Mii iMutifiAfi-). p 77: aiij )/w.iVf/wiriivifj ifj vi'miyif/iji- 
rwi3ifi I', ii, p. 271. 

To be .incnO of nnollicr T.icw|>aiOL w\; should read the 
IvIPot^iiijj lines: 

"Tc xviTli one enemy At i lime is a eommon 
sense. Of the ivi^o. tiameK' the F.asi Indiit Coinpanv 
Arid the Siklis. ihc Sikhs vvere ohviuuslv the lessor 
power and the gliutKes. of sueccjts astAinsl them were 
con£«iuen[ly greater" (cf Mafiniud l-luMvn. Sawid 
Ahniiid Shilhid in ^4 rj/ ih// 

MtJi'ewL-tfL- fire .'•'kNy i^f ,\/n.iiinr.\ rtf' 

fhi' tif 

A'f wl f( Vt;. 1^^7. V i. p 57S. For n stiTiilar vitAvpoint 
se?, M^ihf. Sinrai AfiiudJ SlJtjftkf, Chiiplpr .'ifAA 
|jp. 250 cT 


Epilogue 

By V''c Tiav^i SfiMin iind cliKUiHed. (he phftHi;i 

fckviM 10 our fitudv, aocli are in n pftsilion to siiirinurise 
ilie htliolc discussion The maier qwestipn-i the 

Muslims asAinji at thfli limt svere of The ftillovvinjf 

type. 

1 What waH ihe Icsnl itatus of the couni ry 
imcli:r ihe Brilish accondini; to llfite ^Vhw', and 
to whai esicni, \( am. the chan^ine. political 
situation atVected the reliijiiius life of the 
Miifilims'’ 

2 Coyltl a Muslim scryc a oon-MusLin’i 
"ovemmcni? 

} Was 1 ! pemiiiied for » Muslim to learn the 
Enjfltsh hm^uaiit: and lo wear Eimlish diesH^ 

So fir as tlie first tinestion Ls concerned we have 
stxn that Shah ' Abdul ’ A^tz wid that ilie territory under Lite 
non-Muslims was Ihitfi Hot. we have s«n. 

neither was he asked, nor did he Limwif dcfiite what he 
really meant hy the term Harf*. 

This tefiu, howeSi'er. may he understood with the 
help of scene of his ocher statements, f.ktyfii Hurf>, in its 
teelinical sense is said to m«iTi a oocintry where Muslims arc 
supposed lo resTcire the Islamic order, or migrate from there 
Id some other iM'nf hiimt. But in the case of India Sttah 
Ahdul Anz eispSiL-illy declined to consider it a country 
from wtiich Hjigralion was ohliuitory Re^jEirdiny he 
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had catejioricaFly defined ii atid shown his pid'erence for 
x'erbal wlicrciis this hicid itF fihjJ is ggnerfllly regarded 

as I he lowest type of jifkttl Thus we can say that []]i; term 
JJitnd Ihtrh was not used hy Shgh AWol Aziz in its Strict 
technicaJ sense. 

Beph’ing lo a question about per^nning the Friday 
prayers in a i)irni( Hm ft he also sum;e5tcd the sclcrtic^n of 
an honest Muslim to siiperyise their personal aitd relij^ious 
affairs withoijt wcjrrvinu about the political condition of the 
coumry tie siiga’ested that such an officer should be 
appointed hy the sfOiTmineni of the ffut fr; and if tlie 

uovernment failed to fulfil its responsihility (he Muslims 
[hcm.sgk'cs should elect some one from amon^t thcrriselvcs 
It is, llierefore. safe Lo say that the term fittr/i wlS 

not a declaration of war. It was, however, ah iiiali.isis of I lie 
neiv siiuation ihnoui'h a famdiar idiyious term. 

Utit ivonderi s^tiy the Muslims were so anfiiouA to 
uiidcFs.iand ilic rompkxiiies uf the new situation Perhaps it 
was to briniJ hacX the old situation m which ihcy once lived, 
OF perhaps- there was wime Lather motive behind their 
curit^SEty. .As have seen, in none (sf the questions Ahoui 
ihv luyal status of ihc coimtrv did llicy ask about (heir iftiuc- 
as mcmhcTS of a gradually dylnji Iktnt! On the 

contrary-' ihe emphasis was more and more on the nfihij; 
which the chaneinij situation COUld olTer lO them Fpr 
example, insteacl of asking whether or not it was obligatory 
for them lo oust the BriiLsh who were responsible for 
milking the country iMnf/ Hitrf*. the Muslims were eager TO 
tnow whether or not ihcy were.peimilted to take interest' 
from I he ntrn-Muiiilims. 

So far as the questiOEi of icceptinji tobs under ihe 
British and learning of the t-.nylish language was, concernihi 
'.'Shdul Aziz gave his conseill .At (he OIITSCI he 
de.scrihed ditTerent kinds of service It is as Idibidden to hol-d 
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some of them, oihers of ilicrvi w'cre "allowed" or 
“prcfcrrct!" Bj[ ive have seen tlie reason for forbiddinii 
WHS not oil llie troond tliat they \'.ere offered b>' Hie British 
Shall Abdul a'ziz cJeatly gsvc hh opinion on the basis of 
the niiiLire of xvork jm'oixed in ditTerenr ser^ites w’hclhc'r the 
ein|iluy(fr xvas Clirisiian OT Mil slim 

On the question of leafEiing of the trwlish laiiniinge 
and xteafinji Hnglisli dies^. Ik- declifred them Inxsl'nl 
prov ided that ihe Muslim concerned was not intending m 
merge liis identity with ihe British 

|[ is fliso very iniponruii irr noto. that Sliah Ahdtil 
Xjl-iz mei: oppofiitjon from diflerent circks nf ilie Muslim 
coilimunity of India on different |irobleills. bul none ol hi> 
[spponetliTS ccristired- him for his political ideas Sliah \I;mIuI 
A717. AH we have ak-cady seen, was con.^ideted triendk lo 
Ihe-Brilish. iind it is also d fact lhai none of tlie 
xvlieihcr Stmni or Ivlii'i. eiiiicized hinii tut ihis setirc 1 he 
British (itficers dlso respected liitn His relittioo;, mid 
disciples, loti, xvereon good lermt with them. Many oi’iliem 
were in ilie service of ihe East [ndisi Coinpriny Shall .Abdul 
•A/ij noi onlv all-inved iliis hoi also delcntlcd this posliion it 
some one ohjccied ihe acceptmice of any position under ihe 
Britiidi. adiiiiniitnilkjn 

En short xve can say llml Shall .Abdul .Azi?- saw nt' 
Ini mi in iIh^ Muslims' living under the r.on-Musliiiii 
govoriitnem Ide divided hfn iitto trvo partis, poliliciil and 
religious Foi the religjt'usnspeel he advised ilic Slusliiiis lo 
depend ij])oi(i lire Muiiliin oBlccrs appointed by tlie non- 
MllsIfiII liOvgrrinieilL or hcleeled Ivy 1 lienise'lvcs In oilier 
lieidji of life llie Muslims were advised to coUflboi'atc wnh 
ihe tHrii-Mrislim govcrnmenT as lon^ as their religious and 
euliufiil cliarjeier reiiuimcd iniact 
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